Swatara Greenway
“Top 10” Streamside Buffer 

Stewardship Practices

Can you get a “perfect 10”? The more of these you accomplish, the more healthy the Swatara Creek will be!
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1. Leave existing vegetative cover and plants. If you are mowing to the edge of the creek stop mowing within 35 feet of the waterway.
2. Remove man-made litter that collects along the stream, especially after heavy rains or snowmelt.

3. Do not apply lawn fertilizers or other chemicals within 35 feet of the waterway.

4. Plant native trees and woody shrubs within 15 feet of the creek (this is “Zone 1” of your streamside buffer).

5. Remove invasive, non-native plants from your buffer area.

6. Create additional habitat for wildlife, for example installing bird boxes.
7. Limit the size and number of creek access areas; keep trails mostly parallel to the waterway, perpendicular only where needed, to reduce erosion.

8. If you have a private septic system, have it inspected regularly to ensure that there is no contamination of the creek.

9. Increase the width of your buffer by planting additional trees and shrubs and achieve a complete “3 Zone Riparian Buffer Area”.

10.  Educate your neighbors and friends about the value of streamside buffers and help them get started on caring for their streamside buffer area!
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