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Pronio Family Begins Protection of Farm
We are so delighted to be able to announce
the protection of part of the Pronio Farm!
Just at year’s end, Ronnie Pronio, widow of
the late Vincent Pronio, signed a conservation easement on approximately 27 acres of
the 160-acre Pronio Family Farm, protecting
it from future subdivision and development.
A long-time and thoughtful process by the
family has come to fruition with this first
step.
Find out more on Page 5.

Join us for an update on the Swatara

Greenway!

In the last 20 years, Manada Conservancy has worked to
increase awareness and protection of this beautiful and
important stream corridor.
In 2008 we presented a panel discussion about the
Greenway and how better to protect it. A lot has changed
since then! March 9th, please join us for our next panel
presentation of the State of the Greenway.
See Page 7 for details!
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It has been a great honor and privilege to serve as president of the
Manada Conservancy during the past ten years. In that time, the
organization has gained increasing credibility both in the land trust
community and in the community at large and this has led to many
successful preservation projects. The Conservancy’s native plant
initiative has continued and our outreach to the public has grown.
As we celebrate 20 years of service to the community, I am happy
that Richard Zaino is taking over the helm as president. Rich has a
keen interest in all things environmental and is a founding member of the Conservancy.
Since his retirement as an internationally recognized pathologist from the M.S. Hershey
Medical Center, Rich has devoted much thought and time to the Conservancy. He has
served as vice president and, recently, as chair of the strategic planning process that the
board and staff have just completed. Rich will bring fresh ideas and perspectives to his
new role as president. I will step down knowing that the office is in competent,
thoughtful hands.
As the Conservancy’s preservation successes have accumulated, it has become increasingly apparent that we need to develop a substantial endowment to assure that our preserved lands will be protected in perpetuity. Perpetuity is a long time. None of us has a
crystal ball to tell us what the future will hold. It seems only prudent to develop a financial plan that will assure that no matter what happens, the lands we have protected will
be monitored and their easements upheld. My goal for my post-presidency time with
the organization will be to help to develop such a plan and then raise the money to fund
it. If you are a person versed in these kinds of issues and would like to volunteer some
time to this effort, I would be most appreciative.
It has been a pleasure to get to know some of you, our wonderful members, during the
past years and I look forward to meeting more of you in the years to come. Without
each of you, we could not be the organization that we have become. Thank you for
your interest and support. They are most appreciated.
Nancy Cladel

Newsletter Editor
Jennifer Hine

Read a note from our incoming President, Rich Zaino, on page 3.
Emeritus Board
David Parke
Jim Egenrieder
John Conner
Lindsay Johnson
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Mary Houts
Sally McKeever
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In Memory
Ken & Anna Staver
Vic Rohrer

Manada Conservancy Partners in Preservation
Partners in Preservation have preserved land with Manada Conservancy.
Charles and Nancy Cladel
Gary Clawson
& Diane VanDeHei
County of Dauphin
The Detweiler Family
Dr. William S. Gordon
Girl Scouts in the Heart of PA
Peter & Mary Houts
James & Louise Irwin

The King Family
Walter & Diana Koerber
Casper Kohler
Rhonda & Murray
Laudenslager
Max & Erika Lauffer
Kenneth & Karen Lehman
The Logan Family
Jeff Neely

Doug & Nadine Neidich
Parkway Farms, Inc.
Vic and Jean Rohrer
Mary Louise Sherk
Don and Jennifer Smith
Joseph & Linda Taylor
Richard & Doris Vickroy
Richard and Sally Zaino
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Welcome Rich Zaino, Incoming President!
In the first 20 years of our existence, Manada Conservancy has had only two Presidents,
John Conner and Nancy Cladel, each of whom has served for ten years. Both have been
superb executives and, in their own way, have led us wisely through the first two phases of
our development – initial incorporation, and early growth. Both did so in a fashion that
rewarded and sustained us and the community, always emphasizing an implicit set of values that permitted our Board and Staff to work enthusiastically, diligently and effectively.
We are now in a time of transition, both locally and nationally, and we have just completed our
4th 5-year strategic plan. For the first time we have made explicit our core values and put them on paper. Given
the concerns of many about how to face an uncertain and perhaps frightening future, I think that it is important
to print the core values here, for all of our members to see. This is the foundation for all of our actions and it is
the standard to which the Conservancy, and I, as President in particular, should be held accountable.
The staff and Board of Manada Conservancy are committed to:
 Acting ethically, with honesty and integrity, in all of our work.


Using the best available scientific information to make informed decisions and guide our actions.



Providing high quality community engagement opportunities and environmental education forums that
support our preservation mission.



Upholding our responsibility as land stewards in perpetuity by providing consistent oversight, monitoring,
and management.



Recognizing that the strength of our Conservancy reflects not only the expertise, intentions and actions of its
Board and Staff, but also the respectful and thoughtful manner with which we engage with the community.



Valuing our donors, members, employees, and volunteers for their knowledge, commitment and diversity.



Being open to fresh ideas and to new opportunities.



Encouraging collaboration and partnerships based on mutual benefit and trust.



Using our resources responsibly to ensure the sustainability of our mission driven work.



Demonstrating the care, attention, love, and respect for our preserved properties that was shown by their
original donors.

We have been fortunate to accomplish much during these 20 years. We have grown from a group of 5 to an
organization with over 400 members, with a highly engaged Board of 11 Directors, a committed and qualified
staff of 4, and 30 business partners. We have preserved nearly 2000 acres of land significant in conservation
value in Dauphin County, and have provided more than 75 high-quality lectures to the public on various aspects of conservation, natural history, and predicted changes to our climate.
But we have so much more to do! The world is changing and we need to pursue our mission with even greater
enthusiasm, energy and wisdom. We have responsibilities as stewards of land and water. As an organization,
we strive to continually educate ourselves and work with our local community, using the best available science,
as our core values state. And we need to do so with respect, trust and integrity, with a willingness to collaborate with all to help create a community in which preserved land is abundant and conservation is widely practiced for the
benefit of all. That just happens to be our vision statement! I look forward to working with you to make that
vision a reality.
Richard Zaino
Contact Us:
Hours by Appointment: Manada Conservancy, 113 East Main Street REAR, Hummelstown, PA
Mailing address: P.O. Box 25, Hummelstown, PA 17036--0025
Phone: (717) 566 - 4122 | e-mail: office@manada.org
On the Web: www.manada.org; facebook | manadaconservancy | twitter | @manadaconserve
Manada Conservancy is a 501(c)(3) organization. Our identification number is 25-1784517.
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Land Preservation Remains Front and Center of our Mission
One of the things that we learned from you, our members, when we did our new Strategic Plan, and when
you responded to our survey, is that of the many

things we do, land preservation is the most important
to you.
Land Preservation remains front and center of our
mission and we have continued to be very busy
working on land protection in Dauphin County.
Our preservation work in
2016 was very productive,
and we have exciting
things in the works for
2017. Take a look at our
2016 preservation work
and a glimpse into what is
to come for 2017:



In 2016 we...
 Began to work on the
50-acre acquisition on
First Mountain, for
which we were awarded a DCNR grant last year.
We will own this property, which will become

open to the public for passive recreation. We continue into 2017 to work to finalize this project.
 Acquired another crucial piece to add to Logan

Farm Park in Susquehanna Township.
 Got the good news that we have been awarded a
DCNR grant to acquire a 165-acre easement in the
Kittatinny Corridor!
 Protected the first phase of the Pronio Farm Conservation Easement.
 Added another partner to Manada’s Swatara
Greenway Stewardship pledge and secured a

$1,000 grant from SUEZ United Water to pursue a
riparian tree planting project this coming spring.
Continued as a partner on a Nature Conservancy
grant which helps cover costs of landowner outreach
Applied for a Fish and Wildlife Small Grants Program Grant for 112 acres on Peter’s Mountain to
protect wetland areas and
bird habitat.
In 2017…
 We intend to administer
the DCNR grant that we
were awarded for the 160acre easement.
 We will apply for a
DCNR grant to protect 225
acres on Peter’s Mountain
near an already protected
wetland area
 We will continue to work
with planners for the Logan
Farm Park in Susquehanna
township, to develop a trail system and public use
in accordance with our conservation easement
We plan to attempt to acquire another small addition to Logan Farm Park, filling in a gap of Paxton
Creek protection.
We will be presenting a “State of the Greenway”
program to highlight progress in protecting this
high value corridor and to talk about what still
needs to be done. (See page 7 for details)
We look forward to whatever new projects
come our way!

The Second Time Around
In December, we received the congratulatory notice. Manada Conservancy has been selected for a Community Conservation Partnerships Program grant from the PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR).
This will allow us to purchase an easement and fund half of the project costs required to protect 165 acres of Kittatinny Corridor woodland in Middle Paxton Township.
This was our second time applying to DCNR in hopes that this wonderful project would be funded. In 2017 we will
begin moving forward with the landowner to fulfill a longtime wish to see her land preserved. This project will protect a small segment of frontage along Clarks Creek and create a habitat corridor connecting to State Gamelands.
Stay tuned for more information as the project moves forward. Thanks to our steadfast staff and volunteers for this
win, the second time around!
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Pronio Family Begins protection of Farm
(continued from front page)
The eased portion of the farm is open land, includes a tributary to the Manada Creek, and also a scenic portion of the Horse-Shoe Trail, which is
open to the public except during hunting season. It is a beautiful, rolling
landscape, with a ravine and wooded area on the east side. The 27 acres is
almost entirely in East Hanover Township; the rest of the farm is in West
Hanover Township. The entire farm is not far from route 39, in an area
that has seen unprecedented development over the last few years, and the
continued loss of farmland.
The Pronio family intends to place most of the remaining acreage under a conservation easement as well, and
we are looking forward to working with them to conserve this valuable agricultural land, habitat and open
space for future generations. This is a legacy of which Vince would have been proud, and we are very grateful
to Ronnie, to Mike and to Lorna, and all of the family for their vision.
Photo: (Back row) Mark Duffie of Johnson, Duffie, Stewart & Weidner, PC, MC Director of Preservation Sally Zaino,
Stan Laskowski of Caldwell & Kearns, PC, (Front row) MC Executive Director Jennifer Hine and Mrs. Ronnie Pronio

Another Piece Added to Logan Farm Park
Thanks to the generosity of Joseph and Linda Taylor, and the continued support of the Logan family, 1.964 acres has been added to Logan Farm Park in Susquehanna Township. While the parcel is small
in acreage, it contains a valuable stretch of the Paxton Creek.
The larger 60-acre park was preserved by Mr. Scott Logan in 2013.
Since then Manada Conservancy has been working to acquire neighboring parcels of creek frontage for the park to help ensure protection
over this fragmented section of the Paxton Creek and to create recreation opportunities for park goers. Susquehanna Township Parks &
Recreation has a committee of volunteers engaged to create low impact trails throughout the park, of which we will keep you apprised.

In Memory of Pauline Taylor Mann

We are grateful to the Taylor family, not only for their generosity, but for their patience during the long acquisition process for this parcel, and we appreciate the ongoing support of the Logan Family as this Park becomes a
usable public space to be enjoyed by all.

What are our Natural Resources Worth?
Return on Environment Studies attempt to tell us
The use of natural resources in our everyday life, from water to air to actual products, is natural capital that is
often not included in a bottom line analysis for policy-makers, businesses or individuals when they make decisions. The Return on Environment Studies, initiated by Audubon PA and the Kittatinny Coalition, and funded
by PA DCNR, attempt to quantify, at the county level, the cost to all of us, if these are not factored in. John
Rogers, of Keystone Conservation Trust, has been working on these studies in other counties along the Ridge,
and we are very pleased that Dauphin County is now included. The ROE offers a tool for decision-makers who
want to understand the full impact of their policies, and how to make the best choices for the future. For the last
year, Manada Conservancy has been participating in the Return On Environment Study for Dauphin County,
and at the end of 2016, the study was completed. In 2017, a user-friendly report will be distributed, and the results will be publicized to legislators, officials, businesses and the public. As an active member of the Kittatinny
Coalition, the Manada Conservancy is participating in the Outreach phase of the study as well, and will be
helping to present this information. Sally Zaino represents Manada Conservancy in these efforts, with additional assistance from Jennifer Hine, Anita Pritchett and Nancy Cladel. One of our special 2017 education programs will highlight the Dauphin County study.
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So Much Thanks to Give!
We are grateful for support received in memory of Vic Rohrer, longtime friend and former Board member
of Manada Conservancy. Vic left a legacy that shines through in all of the preservation work we do!
 Thank you, Mary Krueger for donating the much need filing cabinets for the Manada office.


We had several special friends to honor during the last Board meeting of 2016, this past December. As you have read earlier in this newsletter, Rich Zaino is stepping into presidency as Nancy Cladel’s term has come to an end. Nancy will continue on the Board, transitioning to Vice-President. In this new role she will continue on the Conservancy’s Administration and Preservation Committees. She remains instrumental to Manada’s native plant initiative. Nancy is a founding Board member
and has served as President for the past ten years. We are forever grateful for
her guidance and dedication over the years. Thank you, Nancy!
In the fall newsletter, we said farewell as Jim Egenrieder stepped down from
the Board, and since then we were finally able to properly honor him. Jim continues to serve on
Manada’s Preservation Committee. Thank you, Jim, for all that you’ve done and continue to do!

Two Retire from Manada Board: The Board of Directors works together almost like an
extended family to fulfill Manada’s mission in a highly energetic, and in a usually efficient
fashion. The end of year marked the end of terms for several of our Board members. The
knowledge and delight that Lindsay and John have brought to the Conservancy will be
missed. However, we are pleased to announce that both John and Lindsay have accepted
our invitation to join the Conservancy’s Emeritus Board.
John Conner was one of the five original incorporators of Manada Conservancy in 1996,
and served as Manada Conservancy President from its inception through 2007. John
served on the Preservation Committee, and spearheaded many preservation projects. He
chaired both our Administration and Finance Committees, providing much needed and
appreciated service, especially regarding accounting and bookkeeping. John has also
served as Treasurer of the Pennsylvania Land Trust Association and was a member of the
East Hanover Environmental Advisory Council. He is retired from the Internal Revenue
Service where he was employed for 36 years. Along with land preservation, John’s continuing interests include organic gardening, his golden retrievers, and craft beers.
Lindsay Johnson has been an active member of the Board since 2011. She served on both the Finance and Outreach Committees, and was Treasurer in 2014. Lindsay is a 2005 graduate of Messiah College with a BS in Environmental Science. She is currently employed at Members First Federal Credit Union as an Assistant Branch Manager. Lindsay will remain as a volunteer on the Conservancy’s Outreach Committee. Her other interests include
hiking with her fiancé and their dog, Kipper, as well as fishing and hunting.
Many thanks to John and Lindsay!
You’ve taken steps on our Pathway to Preservation! The donations received for this special fund are designated
specifically for Manada’s land preservation initiative and used on the costs associated with land acquisitions or
conservation easements. Thank you for your continued support of Manada’s Pathway to Preservation initiative!
The following recipients were recognized with Footprints this season:
Bill & Marion Alexander (2)
Taran & George Anagnos (2)
Betty Baker
Jonathan & Jennifer Heilman (4)
The Horse-Shoe Trail Conservancy
Nancy Rose Jensen
Jackson Klingaman

Amber Laudenslager
Murray Laudenslager Jr.
Murray & Rhonda Laudenslager (2)
Eric & Kim May (2)
Deborah May (2)
Michele & Jack Miller (2)
Tony & Marge Panettieri

jj
j
j
j j

Joe & Carol Pritchett (2)
Paul Querry (2)
Chris Silvis
Olivia Susskind
Sally Zaino (5)
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Upcoming Events!

State of the Swatara Greenway
When: March 9th at 7:00pm When: The Perking Point
(Located at 257 Hershey Rd, Hummelstown near Giant in the Meadows Marketplace shopping center, Route 39)
When Manada Conservancy first started, in 1997, our primary focus was the Swatara Greenway. In the last 20
years, we’ve worked hard to increase awareness and protection of this beautiful and important stream corridor—through outright acquisition, partnerships and voluntary landowner stewardship. Please join us for our
next panel presentation of the State of the Greenway. It will include mapping of current status, a discussion of
WHY the Greenway is so important, a case study of good stewardship, and our plans for the future, through
partnerships, continued stewardship, education and conservation.
Moderator: Manada President Rich Zaino
Panel Speakers: Lori K. Yeich ~ Recreation and Conservation Manager, PA Dept of Conservation and Natural Resources, Central PA Regional Office, Nate McKelvie (tentative) ~ Instructional Advisor, Environmental
Center, Agriculture and Environmental Education, Milton Hershey School, Jennifer Hine ~ Manada Conservancy Executive Director and Swatara Greenway Coordinator
This program is free and open to the public.
Please pre-register by contacting the Conservancy office at office@manada.org or (717) 566-4122.

An evening with Doug Tallamy and Rick Darke, co-authors of
The Living Landscape: Designing for Beauty and Biodiversity
Presented by Manada Conservancy & the Appalachian Audubon Society
When: Thursday April 27th, 6pm to 10pm
Where: Lower Dauphin High School (201 South Hanover Street, Hummelstown)
The richness of life in any landscape is linked to the richness of its layers. Using chickadees and
other wildlife as guides we will explore how layers of native plants evolved with local
wildlife. Join us as we learn to enhance our ability to see these layers and to create
them in our own landscapes. Manada Conservancy is privileged to present two of the
nation’s leading authorities on the interplay of design, native plants and wildlife.
Doug Tallamy is Professor and Chair of the Dept of Entomology and Wildlife Ecology at the University of Delaware and author of the award winning book, “Bringing Nature Home”.
Rick Darke is a landscape design consultant, author, lecturer, and photographer based
in Pennsylvania who blends art, ecology and cultural geography in the
creation and conservation of livable landscapes.
This program is free and open to the public. Registration is not required.

Mark your calendar!
Manada Conservancy’s 17th Annual SPRING NATIVE PLANT SALE
When: Saturday, April 29th, 8am to 3pm
Where: Schaffner (Boro) Park in Hummelstown
Visit www.manada.org this February for information on our online pre-sale!
More details to come soon!
Calling all Manada friends, we are seeking a trailer to borrow for overnight plant storage.
If you have space to lend, please contact the Manada office at (717) 566-4122. Thank you!
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Manada Conservancy is grateful to our Corporate, Business & Event supporters!

Glen S. Bartlett

Jean Seibert, Attorney

VESELL LAW, LLC
www.veselllaw.com

Richard L. Walters, DMD

metalledwith
Ilse Heine’s Pet Grooming

www.metalledwith.com

FREE SPIRIT YOGA
freespirityogahershey.com

(717) 564-1995 www.goodstreecare.com

Hummelstown Beverage
HumBev.com
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Manada is GROWING!
We’re hiring! The Conservancy has recently completed a Strategic Plan identifying future goals and putting a
plan in motion to continue our mission driven work. While some of our staff transitions to new roles, to be
able to continue to partake in the many great opportunities and partnerships that arise, we must expand our
dedicated team. We seek to fill the following open positions early in the new year.
For more details, please visit: http://www.manada.org/about/board-and-staff/
To apply, please submit cover letter and resume to office@manada.org.
Development Director: Manada Conservancy is seeking a Development Director to develop a portfolio of
fundraising activities appropriate to the size, mission, and composition of the organization. The Development
Director will lead the organization’s fundraising initiatives; establish a major gifts program, planned giving opportunities for donors, fundraising events, membership and other special campaigns. This position is part-time,
20 hours per week.
Stewardship Director: Manada Conservancy is seeking a Stewardship Director to coordinate and execute the
annual monitoring of preserved properties, prepare baseline field studies, act as preserve manager, oversee the
stewardship of fee-owned properties, and prepare maps using Geographic Information Systems. The Stewardship Director may also assist with preservation projects as needed with grant writing, drafting conservation
easements, meeting with attorneys and landowners, and contacting contracted professionals. This position is
part-time, 20 hours per week.
Office Manager: Manada Conservancy is seeking an Office Manager to assist with volunteer coordination, daily office operations, organizational communications, and the planning and implementation of upcoming events
and programs. The Office Manager position is part-time, 15-20 hours per week.

Did you forget to renew for 2017? It’s not too late. Renew today!

MEMBERSHIP
□ NEW MEMBER
□ RENEWAL MEMBER
Please Enroll me as a member in the Manada Conservancy for 2017
at the level I have indicated below
Name_______________________________________________________

□ VISIONARY / CORPORATE $1000+
□ BENEFACTOR $500 - $999

Address____________________________________________________

□ CONSERVATOR $250 - $499

_____________________________________________________________

□ GUARDIAN / BUSINESS $100 - $249

Phone______________________________________________________

□ STEWARD $50 - $99
□ FRIEND $25 - $49
Please mail to:
Manada Conservancy
PO Box 25
Hummelstown, PA 17036-0025

Email address:______________________________________________
Amount Enclosed__________ Check #:__________
Credit Card#:______________________________________________
Exp:_______________

CCV:_____________________

Mission Statement
Manada Conservancy is a land trust dedicated to preserving
the natural, historic, agricultural, and scenic resources of Dauphin
County through land conservation, environmental education
and community engagement.

* Manada Conservancy is a member supported organization.

Cheers to a Preservation-FULL New Year!
It’s Manada Conservancy’s 20th Anniversary and
we are kicking off the new year
with land preservation, front and center!
Find out more on pages 4 and 5.
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