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NOW OPEN!  Manada Conservancy's  

Online Native Plant Presale  
 
 
Visit www.manada.org to shop our online store for native perennials, 

trees, shrubs, and more!  Online purchases include a 10% discount off 

sale-day prices!  Below are some items available for your inspiration... 
 

 

Welcome the hummingbirds with Eastern red columbine!   
This delicate plant blooms in spring just as the hummingbirds  

are due to arrive and provides them with much-needed  
nectar for their migration.    
 
 

New for this year’s sale!  Shrubby St. Johns Wort blooms  

all summer and tolerates a variety of soils, preferring sun to part shade. 
It can actually be used as a hedge.  

 
Order now through April 15! 

Identification & Management of the Spotted Lanternfly  
Thursday, February 21, 7:00 pm at the Hershey Gardens Conservatory 

 
If you have not seen this new invasive insect in your neighborhood yet, you proba-

bly will soon. The spotted lanternfly has been spreading throughout Southeastern 
PA since 2014 and has the potential for great local impact.   

 
Heather Leach of the Penn State Extension will talk about the impact of the lantern-

fly on homeowners, the green industry, and grape growers and provide an overview 

of how to prepare for its arrival and current efforts to control it.  
This program is free and open to the public. Please register by contacting  

Manada Conservancy at office@manada.org or 717-566-4122.  
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From Our Outgoing President 

 
Emeritus Board 
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Sharon Rannels 

Steve Rannels 
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Richard Williams  

In Memory  

David Parke 
Vic Rohrer 

Ken & Anna Staver 
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Manada Conservancy, 113 East Main Street REAR, Hummelstown, PA 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 25, Hummelstown, PA 17036--0025 

Phone: (717) 566 - 4122 | e-mail: office@manada.org 

On the Web: www.manada.org  

Facebook & Instagram: manadaconservancy | Twitter @manadaconserve 
Manada Conservancy is a 501(c)(3) organization.  Our identification number is 25-1784517. 

Hours by appointment 

It has been an honor, mixed with fulfilling work, a touch of 
stress, and much happiness for me to serve as President of Manada 

Conservancy for the past 2 years.  It also has been perhaps the most 
enjoyable and productive office I have ever held.  During this time, 

we initiated our latest Strategic Plan; Jen (Hine) Dunlap accepted the 
position of Executive Director; and we hired Mark Vibbert as Stewardship Director 

and Karen Haldeman as Office Manager.  Under Jen’s direction and leadership, 
they quickly learned the essentials of their jobs, and they have taken on even more 
responsibilities than have been asked of them.  They have also brought enthusiasm, 

a wry sense of humor, and a strong work ethic that further enhances the positive 
spirit and productivity of the organization. 

Our Board of Directors remains remarkably engaged intellectually in deci-
sion-making, and often physically in volunteering to help with our educational and 

social events, Native Plant Sale, and other activities.  And our membership has 
grown to over 450, including so many of you who volunteer to help with easement 
monitoring, riparian buffer plantings, and office work.   

Our preservation work continues with both acquisitions of easements and   
acceptance of donations of land.  Our educational programs address important is-

sues and attract large and engaged audiences.  Most importantly, the soul of this or-
ganization is sound and the basis of what we do comes from love: of the natural 

world and of people.   
The need to preserve land and protect our natural resources is greater each 

year, so we have a full agenda for the near future.  Fortunately, we have elected a 

new president who has exceptional knowledge of the work of land trusts and is 
ready to take on the challenges: Sally Zaino. It is a little awkward for me to write 

praise of my spouse of 45 years, but it is deserved.  She was one of our incorporating 
board members, served as Executive Director for 6 years, has been our Preservation 

Director for 10 years, and is currently on the Policy Committee of the PA Land 
Trust Association.   

In the next few years, continuing as a Board member, I wish to focus my     

energy on a special project: the establishment of the Manada Conservancy Endow-
ment Fund.  We have obligations to protect easements in perpetuity, and we recog-

nize the need to provide a stable source of funding that will ensure the fulfillment of 
this promise.  An endowment can accomplish this goal. Much more about this pro-

ject will follow in the coming months.  
For now, I would like to thank each of you – for your interest in land preser-

vation and conservation of natural resources, your dedication, encouragement, and 

financial support. 

Richard Zaino 
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Dear Friends, 
 
For me, it is always thought-provoking to start off a new year, even though in reality, January 1 
is a lot like the day before. But this year, January 1 was actually a little different, because my 

role at Manada Conservancy has now changed.  So I’m thinking ahead to how I can serve the 
Conservancy best, and I’m looking back to see what I can learn from previous years.  
 
Here is what is in the forefront of my mind: It’s always been critical to preserve our  waterways, land, forests 

and farms—that’s why we started a land trust to begin with. Now, we are running out of time. What we do 
together locally is crucial to the larger picture. We need to continue our many partnerships and programs, and 

do what we can to share the urgency we feel about the importance of land protection—for climate resiliency, 
for water quality, for wildlife habitat, for sustainable agriculture, and for working forests—in short, for life. 
We need a strong, vibrant organization, and a community that is proud of our work and supports it. This I 

believe we have, and must continue to nurture. One thing that stands out to me like a beacon is the incredible 
work, the dedication, and the vision of everyone who has carried this organization forward, something only 

possible because you, our friends, have shared that vision.  
 
I think that I can say that I have an insider’s view of how much time and effort outgoing President Rich Zaino 
has spent in the last two years, and I find myself in awe of how much he accomplished. His work on our Stra-

tegic Planning, our finances, and especially our Core Values, has done much to take us to the next level of sus-
tainability and to maintain our identity as an organization that cares about people and our relationship with 
the world around us. And he is not finished. None of us are. With our outstanding Board, our Dream Team 

staff, and our many volunteers and friends like you, I feel very positive about what we can continue to accom-
plish.  

Sally 

From Our Incoming President 

Dave McNaughton has served on our Board for over 

two years and has been a major contributor to our 

preservation and education work while a part of the 
Board. His contributions on the Preservation Com-
mittee, at Board meetings and on the Education 

Committee were the result of a 
vast natural history knowledge 

base and a lot of experience in 
leading groups and doing field 

work in his day job.  
 
In the last few years, Dave has 
done everything from evaluat-
ing properties to computer 

mapping to leading walks. Of 
course, we always have to 

leave an extra half-hour to give him time to turn over 
rocks to look for salamanders, but since we all love 

being out in the field, it hasn’t been much of a hard-
ship. We’ll miss Dave on the Board, but he has al-
ready promised to lead at least one walk in 2019, and 

we hope he’ll continue to volunteer as he can. Thank 
you, Dave!  

Laura Goss has been on our 

Board since 2013 and has 

concentrated her efforts pri-
marily on environmental ed-
ucation programming for 

children.  She has also been 
a huge help with our native 

plant initiative. With her 
husband Randy, Laura 

opened their beautiful gar-
den to us last year for a tour 

and fall plant sale. She has worked tirelessly to help 

out with the sales and has donated many specimens 
from her own property.  
  
Laura has been active with Girl Scout groups, devel-

oping badge programs, and leading groups on walks 
and demonstrations. She always has ideas, is a great 

organizer, and has carried out her many works with 
cheerful enthusiasm. Her passion for bringing chil-
dren into our educational programming has been 

contagious, and we will miss her ideas and expertise. 
We wish her the very best. Thank you, Laura! 

Gratitude and Appreciation for two outgoing Board members 
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Thank you to our  

volunteers  
this quarter! 

 
Tom Abendroth 

Chris Balogh 

Bobbie Boyer 
Greg Burgdorf 

Paulina Burgdorf 
Kathy Carter 

Nancy Cladel 
Chuck Cladel 

Kyle D’Angelo 

Tracy Devenyi 

Suzanne Donovan 

Sue Drexler 
Kristin Eckert 

JoAnne Gordon 
Laura Goss 

Alexa Korber 

Dale Mackley 
Carol Mathias 

Janet Maynard 
Jim Maynard 

Sally McKeever 
David McNaughton 

Lindsey Miller 

Robin Mitchell 
Caroline Parke 

Anita Pritchett 
Bonnie Rannels 

Sharon Rannels 
Sandra Snowden 

Pat Swartz 

Lorna Thomas 
Hilary Vesell 

Anne Wain 
Donna Wierzbowski 

Theresa Winfindale 

Alice Winner 
Tom Winner 

Rich Zaino 
Sally Zaino 

 All who gave online 

during Giving Tuesday 

to further Manada 
Conservancy’s mission 

 FirstEnergy Founda-

tion for a grant in sup-

port of our current stra-
tegic conservation plan-
ning efforts 

 George & Kathryn 

Whitacre in memory  

of Jeremy Brenner 

Thank you!  

Swatara Creek Greenway Update 
Good news! As part of the Dauphin County Conservation Dis-

trict's awarded proposal, we will be planting a multi-functional 

buffer of 200 native trees and shrubs along the Swatara Creek 
in 2019. Thanks to funding from DCNR, the cost of trees, pro-
tective deer fencing, and maintenance work will be covered.  

Stay tuned for planting plans and how you can be involved!  Many 

thanks to the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and 

Natural Resources, the DCCD, and fellow local conservation 
organizations who partnered in this application!  

Farewell to a Friend… 
We were sorry to learn of the recent passing of Drannon 
Buskirk, longtime friend of Manada Conservancy and resi-

dent of West Hanover Township. Drannon spent much of 
his adult life working for conservation and environmental 

education, and founded the Paxton Creek Watershed and 
Education Association in 2001. His training was in water 
resource management and planning, and he worked both 

locally and globally to share his expertise. He has left us a 
legacy of cleaner water and more awareness of what it 

takes to take care of our local waterways.   
Drannon died in California, where he and his wife, Carol, were serving as volunteer 
lighthouse keepers, so we know that he died with beauty around him. Drannon was 

an avid historian and believed that people were tied to the land by their stories. His 
own story has been an inspiration to us all. Our condolences go out to Carol and all 

of his family.  
 We are so very grateful to those who have donated in Drannon’s honor: 

Chuck & Nancy Cladel 
Jane Eggleston 

Thomas Embich 

Marie & Peter Gentele 
Kathy Graham 

Joanne S. Higgins 

Virginia Leber 
Rich & Sally Zaino 

You’ve taken steps on our Pathway to Preservation!   
The donations received for this special fund are designated specifically for Ma-
nada’s land preservation initiative and used on the costs associated with 

land acquisitions or conservation easements.  
The following recipients were recognized with Footprints this season:  

j 

Marion & Bill Alexander 
Anna Ardire 

George Ardire 
 

Jacqueline Gaige 
Jonathan Heilman Family 

Brenda Hershey-Fell 
Bob & Ruth Moase 

James Tarman 
Mary Ellen Tarman 

Liz Zapotocki 

j 



Upcoming Events 

Wednesday, April 24 , 7:00 pm  Backyard Pollinator Habitat   
(Grace United Methodist Church, Hummelstown) 
 
Just in time for the Native Plant Sale! Ryan Davis of the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay will inspire us to 

plant native species that are especially attractive to pollinators, regardless of the size of our backyards.  Watch 
for more information on our website and in the Spring Newsletter. 
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Shop the Online Native Plant Presale at www.manada.org now through April 15!  

Sunday, February 10, 2 - 4:00 pm  Volunteer Appreciation Reception  
(Conservancy office, 113 East Main Street, Hummelstown)   
 
Manada Conservancy volunteers are a critical part of our mission by helping to monitor properties, stuff en-

velopes, weed the office garden, set up for the plant sale, welcome guests at our events, and serve on commit-
tees.  Your assistance helps us preserve more land, provide environmental education, and engage our com-

munity!  If you are currently a volunteer or would like to become a volunteer, stop by for some refresh-

ments and conversation.  Please RSVP by February 5 to office@manada.org or 717-566-4122. 

Saturday, May 18  Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community  
(Harrisburg Area Community College campus) 
Join the Manada Conservancy team of walkers and fellow non-profits to help 
us raise some healthy funds and make new friends!  5k and 1 mile walk op-

tions are available.  Registration opens February 1 on www.manada.org!   

More details to come soon. 

 
 Thank you to our education program sponsors!  

Thursday, February 21, 7:00 pm Identification & Management of the Spotted Lanternfly  

(Hershey Gardens Conservatory)  See front page for details! 

Saturday, May 4, 10 - 3:00 pm (Manada members only 8 am - 10 am) 

19th Annual Spring Native Plant Sale (Boro Schaffner Park, Hummelstown) Rain or Shine 
 
Plans for our 19th Annual Spring Native Plant Sale are well underway! Featuring many native perennials, 
trees, and shrubs, the sale will again be held at Boro (Schaffner) Park in Hummelstown. 

Manada Conservancy encourages planting native species to foster biodiversity in a 
world that is being rapidly depleted of insects, birds, and mammals.  Join us on sale day 

and choose from a vast selection of Manada grown natives as well as 
those from regional vendors.  
 
Our online presale for early purchases is available now at 

www.manada.org.  And while you are on our website, check out our 

Gardening for Nature program to help you plan your native plant sale 

shopping list!  
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Preservation News 

Logan Farm Park-- The Puzzle’s Complete! 
 
Logan Farm Park was like a big jigsaw puzzle, and finally the last 

piece is in, and we can see the whole, beautiful picture.  
 
In 2013, Scott Logan contacted us about placing an easement on a 
59-acre property in Susquehanna Township, formerly his family 

farm, now woodlands and wetlands. This was a complicated project 
because it was about to be sold to the Susquehanna Sewer Authori-
ty, but Mr. Logan wanted it to be protected as a township park be-

fore the transfer. After two years of discussion, an agreement was 
reached to protect all of the property at the highest level, with the 

exception of a 15-acre area that could be used by the Township in the future if they needed to expand their 

sewer service. It was also agreed that it would be a township park, open to the public.  
 
Once the main park project was complete, we began working on acquiring three small peripheral properties, 

which included additional frontage along Paxton Creek and would complete the park (see map below). Ac-
quiring a one-acre piece of land can take just as much work as a 100-acre piece. In this case, these small addi-
tions were considered very important for the health of the creek and for full public enjoyment, so we kept 

working. As we acquired each of the three pieces, we placed restrictions before deeding over to the Susque-
hanna Authority.  
 
The first piece was purchased outright in 2014. After much time and paperwork, the second piece (Tract 2), 

with extensive creek frontage, was acquired.  We are very grateful for the generosity of the Taylor family for 
their contribution of a major portion of this value.  The Taylor tract is a key section of the park, providing ac-

cess to the creek in an area which would not have otherwise been possible for park-goers.  
 
And then the last piece…that last piece! It fell under the table; we couldn’t find it.  For a while we were pretty 
sure the dog ate it, but we finally found it.  And on November 12, 2018, we dropped it in and the puzzle was 
whole!  
 
There are so many people to thank!  Goldie Boyer and her sister, Fern Hartman, donated most of the value of 

this last piece (Tract 3) and were incredibly patient while we worked through some unusual legal obstacles. 
When we say “we,” we mean our fantastic attorney, Jean Seibert, who tried many avenues before being able 

to assure us that the title of the property was clear (long story!). This last piece was a keystone because it was 
the corner that united the two smaller pieces and also finished out the creek protection.  

 
Through it all, we are so 

grateful to the Logan family 

for their continued vision. 
Logan Farm Park is now a 

wonderful nature preserve 
that provides wildlife habi-

tat, water quality protection, 
and soon-to-be beautifully 

complete community open 
space with trails.  



Manada Conservancy Partners in Preservation  
Partners in Preservation have preserved land with Manada Conservancy. 

Goldie Boyer  
& Fern Hartman 

Charles and Nancy Cladel 
Gary Clawson  

& Diane VanDeHei 
County of Dauphin 

The Detweiler Family 
Girl Scouts in the Heart of PA 

Dr. William S. Gordon 

Peter & Mary Houts 

James & Louise Irwin 
The King Family 

Walter & Diana Koerber 
Casper Kohler 

Rhonda & Murray 
Laudenslager 

Max & Erika Lauffer 
Kenneth & Karen Lehman 

The Logan Family 

J&J Hospitality Enterprises  

Jeff Neely 
Doug & Nadine Neidich 

Parkway Farms, Inc. 
The Pronio Family 

Vic and Jean Rohrer 
Mary Louise Sherk 

Don and Jennifer Smith 
Joseph & Linda Taylor 

Richard & Doris Vickroy 

Richard and Sally Zaino 

Not So Lost in the Woods 
by Mark Vibbert, Stewardship Director 
 

“Hey Magellan, is there an actual trail coming up in 
the near future?”  

 
I was leading two of my field volunteers through a 
tangle of vines. This was Tom’s good natured way of 

saying, “Here we go again…” 
 

Jim chimed in too. “Magellan? Wouldn’t that imply 
some level of navigational prowess? I think you mean 

‘Corrigan’!” 

 
“Who’s Corrigan?” I asked with a laugh. 

 
“Wrong Way Corrigan? You’ve never heard of him? 

With your navigational skills, I figured he was your 
mentor.”  

 
Now that was funny, and our laughter rang through 
the woods. 

 
A few minutes later, to my great relief, we broke out 

of the thick understory and stood on a wide logging 
track, brushing spider webs and dead leaves off our 

faces and jackets. 
 
“I knew where we were the whole time,” I lied. 

 
“If that was a shortcut,” Tom said, “we never want to 

see the long way.”  
 

That’s the fun part of my job. I am privileged to get to 
know some incredible people who are dedicated to 

following me into swamps, thickets and forests, rain 
or shine, miraculously maintaining their sense of hu-

mor despite the fact that I’m the only one getting paid. 
 

Every year, Manada Conservancy’s team of volun-
teers monitors over 2,000 acres of land ranging in hab-

itat classification from farmland to high protection 
wetlands and woodlands. They walk these conserved 
lands looking for evidence of pollution, dumping, tres-

passing and erosion, all the while listening for rare 
birds, observing footprints of bear, deer and turkey, 

and photographing plants, fungi and flowers of inter-
est. Recording, reporting and filing our findings is a 

way to etch our adventures and efforts into the fabric 
of the history and future of these Pennsylvania conser-
vation treasures. Manada Conservancy volunteers are 

literally making history, one acre at a time, in Dau-
phin County.  

Mark (second from left) and volunteers Tony Davis and Dave 
McNaughton monitor swampland owned by Murray 
Laudenslager (far right) on one of many rainy days during 2018. 

Preservation News 
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Manada Conservancy is grateful to our Corporate, Business & Event supporters! 
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Ilse Heine’s Pet Grooming 

Jean Seibert, Attorney 

(717) 564-1995  www.goodstreecare.com 

FREE SPIRIT YOGA 
freespirityogahershey.com 

 
Dr. Richard L. Walters, DMD 

Stony Creek Valley Coalition, Inc. 
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□ VISIONARY / CORPORATE  $1000+ 
 
□ BENEFACTOR  $500 - $999 
 
□ CONSERVATOR  $250 - $499 
 
□ GUARDIAN / BUSINESS  $100 - $249 
 
□ STEWARD  $50 - $99 
 
□ FRIEND  $25 - $49 

 
 

□ NEW MEMBER             □ RENEWAL MEMBER 

Please enroll me as a member in the Manada Conservancy for 2019 at the level I have indicated below 

MEMBERSHIP 

Name:______________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________ 
    
 Phone: _____________________________________________ 

 

 Email: _____________________________________________    
 
 Amount Enclosed: __________    Check #:______________ 

 

Credit Card :________________________________________ 
 

Exp.____________  CCV____________ 
 

Signature:___________________________________________ 

 
Please mail to:   

 
Manada Conservancy  

PO Box 25  
Hummelstown, PA  17036 

THANK YOU! 

An Invitation… 
 
Would you like to see your business name on the back of our newsletter? 
 
Did you know that your business could sponsor our newsletter, either in part or 
fully? 
 
Our newsletter is important to our members, many of whom read it cover-to-
cover.  Because we are told so often that it is appreciated, we continue to make 
it available in printed form (on recycled paper, of course!) to keep everyone 
informed of our work, our community, and our upcoming events.  But the 
costs of printing and mailing are one of our larger communication expenses.  
 
We offer half or full sponsorships, with recognition on the back of the newsletter (the most visible spot!) and 
in other communications.  For an issue, one-half sponsorship is $250; full sponsorship is $500.  Our actual 
costs are a little higher than this. 
 
Your sponsorship lightens our budget and helps us preserve land and provide free education programs 
throughout the year. 
 
Please call the office at 717-566-4122 or email office@manada.org to sponsor an issue, or visit our website 
and open the donate tab to download the sponsorship form. 

Wood frog found on one of our  
preserved properties 

When shopping online, use AmazonSmile and choose  
Manada Conservancy to 
give a gift at no addition-

al cost to you! 
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Manada Conservancy is a member supported organization. 

Mission Statement 

Manada Conservancy is a land trust dedicated to preserving the natural, 
historic, agricultural, and scenic resources of Dauphin County through  

land conservation, environmental education,  
and community engagement.  

Mark your calendar! 
February 10 - Volunteer Appreciation Reception  

February 21 - Identification and Management of the Spotted Lanternfly 

April 24 - Backyard Pollinator Habitat   

May 4 - 19th Annual Spring Native Plant Sale  

May 18 - Highmark Walk For A Healthy Community  
 

Shop Manada’s Online Native Plant Presale at www.manada.org now through April 15!  


