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Climate Change and Penn’s Woods: 
What Does the Future Hold?  

  

 Tuesday, October 23, 7:00 pm   

 Hershey Gardens Conservatory   
 (170 Hotel Road, Hershey)    
 
 
As the climate changes, plants and animals have three 
options: adapt, move, or die. This is already beginning to 

happen in many places across the globe, including here 

in Pennsylvania. Greg Czarnecki, Climate Change and 
Research Coordinator for the PA Department of  Conser-

vation and Natural Resources, will share his vast under-

standing of  the effects of  a changing climate. His presen-
tation will look at the current and projected impacts of  

climate change on our native spe-

cies and forests, and the challenges and opportunities conservationists 
face in helping to ensure their survival.   

 

This program is free and open to the public. Please register by contacting the  

Manada Conservancy office at (717) 566-4122 or office@manada.org. 
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One Small Thing 
 

Yes, my talk this fall was on “A Few Small Things of the Kit-
tatinny,” but this note addresses a different kind of small thing.     

Just a few weeks ago, Manada Conservancy members Laura and 
Randy Goss invited friends and neighbors who were interested to come by and see 
their property, at which time they also hosted our fall native plant sale.  In spite of 
almost constant rain, the turnout was very good, with a colorful assortment of um-
brellas visible throughout the day, and a very successful native plant sale.   
 Randy and Laura live in a comfortable home on 1.2 acres in a development 
that was built in the late 1970’s.  Over the course of the past 30 years, Laura, a Master 
Gardener, slowly but patiently converted a conventionally landscaped property with 
a wide expanse of lawn into a series of distinct and different plantings, each with its 
own theme, including vegetables grown in raised beds and a nice pond of modest 
size.  Each of these gardens is now so lush with native plants that it appears there is 
almost no room for invasives to take root.  That probably is a complete fabrication on 
my part, but Laura indicated that as the plantings matured and filled the beds, less 
maintenance was required.  She viewed this work as a labor of love.   

I was one of those interested, in part because I have known and worked with 
Laura and Randy for about 20 years.  Like us, they have had lots of other work to do 
and were very busy inside and outside of the home with work and the time, care and 
attention needed for their children. So this is not the story of someone who is ob-
sessed and drops all other responsibilities to garden.  It is about a couple who care 
about our planet and feel that they can do something to improve the quality of the 
land and the water in the part of the earth which they steward.   

Laura and Randy have provided a habitat that slows storm-water runoff, pro-
vides host plants as well as nectar to pollinators, nurtures biodiversity, and calms the 
souls of those who visit or live there.  Laura mentioned how much she and her grand-
sons enjoy seeing the moths, butterflies (and their caterpillars), the variety of birds 
that eat the seeds, and a few amphibians as well as deer and the occasional turkey.  
They enjoy the night noises from the various crickets, katydids, and toads. In late 
June, the fireflies abound.   

The change that I have seen over 25 years is both profound and pleasing.  
Sometimes when I see or read about someone who has taken on a job of immense 
proportions that might change the world, I stand in awe, intimidated by their work.  
It is more than I could ever hope to do.  In contrast, as I looked at the changes that 
the Gosses have made, I felt inspired.  This is something that we all could accomplish 
with time, effort, a little money and some knowledge.   

I could view this as just “one small thing,” but this is how we can change our 
world. 

Richard Zaino 
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Contact Us: 

Hours by Appointment: Manada Conservancy, 113 East Main Street REAR, Hummelstown, PA 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 25, Hummelstown, PA 17036--0025 

Phone: (717) 566 - 4122 | e-mail: office@manada.org 

On the Web: www.manada.org | Facebook & Instagram: manadaconservancy | Twitter @manadaconserve 
Manada Conservancy is a 501(c)(3) organization.  Our identification number is 25-1784517. 

Garden Tour Drenched in Success!! 

 If you had planned to attend the tour of Laura and 

Randy Goss’s gardens on September 9 but were deterred by 
the steady rain, you missed a real treat (although we can hard-

ly blame you for wishing to stay dry).  Many stalwarts braved 
the elements to experience this impressive demonstration of 
what can be accomplished to attract birds, butterflies, and in-

sects to a home landscape. 
 The Native Plant Sale Committee held a fall sale in 

conjunction with the open gardens.  Sales were impressive 
and, as a result, lots of natives will 

have a jump start on spring.  No one can argue that this is not a good year to plant 
in the fall.  Some plants are still available for sale.  If  you want to take advantage of 
the damp conditions and get a head start on your 

planting, contact Nancy Cladel before November 
1 (ncladel@manada.org) to make arrangements. 

 We thank Laura and Randy for opening 
their gardens, and we also thank the many volun-

teers who endured the rain as they assisted cus-
tomers and transported plants to and from their 
home at the Cladels’ property.  We could not have 

held this event without their help. 

Manada Conservancy Friends Recognized at Ice Cream Social 

 On one of the few sunny Sundays this summer, over 65 Manada Conservancy members and friends 
gathered for our annual ice cream social and to recognize one of Manada’s founding members, Chuck 

Cladel.  Our community is grateful for Chuck’s leadership over the last 20 years.  While he has retired from 
Board service, he is still active with property maintenance and photographing most of Manada’s events.  On 
this day, though, Chuck was on the other side of the camera.  Thanks, Chuck, for your invaluable service to 

preserving the natural resources of Dauphin County. 

 Thanks also to Pronio’s Market for donating the ice cream, and to our hosts 

at The Inn at Westwynd Farm, Frank & Carolyn Troxell, who were presented with 

a garden stone for allowing us to use their lovely property for 
numerous Manada Conservancy events over the years! 



Swatara Creek Greenway Update 
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Welcome South Hanover Township! 
  
This summer, South Hanover Township joined Manada Conservancy’s Swatara Stewardship Program.  As a 
Steward of the Swatara Creek, the South Hanover Board has pledged to maintain or create at least a 35ft buffer 
of vegetation on township owned lands along the creek. This can be as simple as not mowing to the edge of the 

creek or adding trees to the creekside. 
 
A greenway, or natural corridor, helps assure healthy waterways, locally and downstream. The trees and 
shrubs that make up a riparian, or creekside, buffer absorb pollutants, create wildlife habitat, and, when fully 

grown, can greatly reduce the impact of flooding.  Because of these benefits, Manada Conservancy works in 
cooperation with local landowners who wish to voluntarily participate in the conservation and restoration of 

the lands that buffer the Swatara Creek. The Swatara Greenway also helps to protect archaeological and histor-
ic sites such as the Union Canal and towpath as well as the natural beauty that can be enjoyed while fishing on 

the banks or kayaking down the creek. 
 
We are pleased to welcome South Hanover Township as a Steward of the Swatara Creek Greenway and thank-

ful for their commitment to the health of the Swatara Creek. 
 
If you would like to learn more about the Swatara Greenway or good stewardship practices for your creekside 
property, please visit www.manada.org/preservation/swatara-greenway/. 

Thank you to our Swatara Greenway Stewards and Community Partners who contribute to growing the Greenway! 
 

Flood Clean-up Day Along Greenway 
 
The record rainfall and flooding in July knocked over many protec-
tive tree tubes at recent buffer planting 

sites along the Swatara Creek.  Over a 

dozen community members came out on 
August 25 to re-stake the tubes, check on 

the newly planted trees, and clean up de-
bris.  Fortunately, nearly all of the trees 

survived the high waters.  Thanks to all 
who helped with this effort, including the 

following partners: the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation; Dauphin County Conserva-
tion District; Londonderry, Derry, and 

Lower Swatara Townships; and Penn 
State’s Greening the Lower Susquehanna 

program. 
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A Legacy of Success—Celebrating 25 years of the Keystone Fund 
 
Manada Conservancy joins with other land trusts to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Keystone Fund in 

Pennsylvania. Through this fund, land trusts in Pennsylvania have access to much needed funding for special 
projects, to help with transaction costs on many projects, and to continue to reach landowners who may want 

to preserve their land. Manada Conservancy has used this funding for several of our projects, including the 
762-acre Small Valley Girl Scout Camp. We have three Keystone-funded projects in progress right now: a 50-
acre land acquisition, a 225-acre conservation easement, and a 165-acre conservation easement. We are so 

grateful to the hard-working people at PA DCNR who have repeatedly walked us through the grant process, 
both before and after awards are given.  

 
As of early 2018, the Keystone Fund has supported approximately • 161,000+ acres of green space for county 

and municipal parks, greenways, wildlife habitat and other open space uses • 3,000+ community park devel-
opment projects, including ballfields, playgrounds, pools, picnic areas and recreation centers • 570 historic 

preservation projects • 300+ trail projects • 212 improvements and repairs to community libraries in 48 coun-

ties and  • state park and forest improvements 
including construction and rehabilitation of 

restrooms, parking lots, roads, bridges, visi-
tors’ centers, water fountains, sewage treat-

ment, and other facilities. 
 
Thank you, Keystone Fund! 

Kittatinny Success Story! 
 

As you may know, Manada Conservancy has participated in the Kittatinny Land Protection Partnership with 
The Nature Conservancy in a three-year grant program to help fund outreach to landowners in the Kittatinny 

Corridor. The goal of this program was to protect at least 15,000 acres within the Corridor by the end of the 
grant cycle. In Dauphin County, this corridor is quite wide, because we have so many mountain ridges, and 

many of Manada Conservancy’s projects have been within it.  
 

At the Kittatinny Partnership annual update 
meeting on September 13, it was announced 
that the goal has been met! This map shows 

the location of all of the projects, totaling 15, 
271 acres as of July 1. Most of the stars in 

Dauphin County are because of Manada 
Conservancy projects. There are several oth-

ers not counted, or in progress as well—a 
very successful run for this grant cycle!  
 

The next cycle is beginning, and Manada 
Conservancy is continuing our participation. 

The grant helps us with staff time as we 
work on projects in this area, and helps with 

some other costs as well. It is a valuable ad-
dition to our preservation budget at a time 
when a number of projects are coming our 

way. Of course, now there is a new goal…so 
stay tuned! 
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CONGRATULATIONS to the winners of our Backyard Habitat writing contest earlier this year!  

From the 14 submissions--including fiction, non-fiction, and poetry, as well as pieces from young writers--
our panel of judges chose “Reverie” by Nancy Avolese and “Grandmother’s Garden” by Laura Brei-

denstine.  Nancy’s story appears below; Laura’s was printed in our spring newsletter. 

Reverie, by Nancy Avolese 

 
 To make a prairie it takes a clover and one bee, 
 One clover, and a bee. 

 And revery. 
  ~ Emily Dickinson 
 
 The very first time I set foot on my 2 ½ 

acres, which was almost 15 years ago, I can remem-

ber hearing the buzzing of bees.  There was an old 

Bartlett pear tree to the front of the house and it at-
tracted yellow jackets by the hundreds.  The noise 
was loud and foreshadowing, almost like a distant 

thunder, and they would often travel to the back 
porch where my friends and I would gather—to an-

noy and ruin an otherwise enjoyable evening.  So 
the pear tree had to go, and along with it went the 

yellow jacket problem.  Although I still have yellow 
jackets on the farm, eating other small insects and 
sometimes doing a little pollinating, they aren’t as 

aggressive in smaller numbers, and we have learned 
to live together.  More specifically, I have learned to 

steer clear of them.  
Later during renovations to the barn, I 

learned a lot about carpenter bees, much to my cha-
grin.  I filled their holes and painted over them, but 
they would return the next year and drill new holes,    

weakening the structure of the  wood.  It seemed an 
unending struggle between us until I read about 

their pollinating abilities.  Now I use a bee house 
that they may choose to 

enter and drown, a possi-
ble pleasant death in or-
ange soda, but I don’t try 

to eradicate them com-
pletely.  I have again 

learned to live with them 
buzzing around the barn and garden, not fearing a 

sting or any aggressive moves from them (at least 
from the boys).   

Then, about four years ago, a huge nest of 

angry (are there any other kind?) hornets or paper 
wasps quickly built their new home on my second- 

floor eave.  I had just finished painting the house the 

year before, and their large gray nest stood out on 
my bright white clapboards like an impending 

bomb.  Let’s just say I managed to remove their nest 
with less than thirty or so stings and a huge life les-

son.  Apparently, I am not allergic! 
Then there was the summer that I thought I 

just had to become a honey bee keeper!  I signed up 
for a class and wanted to buy hives and queens and 
have honey whenever I wanted it.  I envisioned a 

road-side stand with my clover honey selling like 
hot cakes.  I read three books on the care of bees, 

and… well let’s just say it never came to fruition af-
ter I learned about their swarming tendencies. I also 

had a long conversation with an older neighbor who 
told me that people get rid of their bee hives for the 
same reason they got them – honey! 

By planting my gardens with foxglove, hy-
drangeas, mountain mint, bee balm, clovers, asters, 

honeysuckle, zinnias, cosmos, echinacea, bleeding 
hearts, and others, I have found true companions in 

the mason, bumblebees,  and honey bees that often 
tend the gardens beside me.  I’ve 
learned to cultivate a home for 

them, building a mason bee house 
from some invasive bamboo that 

was on the property, making sure 
they have shallow watering spots, 

laying bee skeps on the ground, 
and leaving dead trees by the en-
trance of the woodlands.  I’ve 

stopped using any chemicals or herbicides in my 
yard. I’ve planted a small fruit orchard.  I have 

raised-bed vegetable gardens that they help tend eve-
ry year as well as a large collection of perennial and 

annual herbs.   
I’ve also learned that it takes yellow jackets, 

carpenter bees, and hornets and wasps to nurture 

the ecosystem that my small farm has become.  We 
each have our place and our work to be done along 

with the bats, frogs, turtles, and garter snakes that 
sometimes slither past me when I least expect it.   

The birds sing, the bees buzz, and I know 
that all is right within my tiny world.  

  ((photos by the author on her farm) 
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Crestview Manor Park  

Clean-up and Planting Day 
 
On September 7, about 40 employees from 
Brown, Schultz, Sheridan & Fritz, CPAs, 

volunteered through United Way of the 
Capital Region to help Manada Conservan-

cy and Penn State Extension’s Greening the 
Lower Susquehanna crew plant nearly 200 

native trees to improve the creekside buffer 
at Crestview Manor Park as well as to help 
the park recover from the loss of many Ash 

trees. Thanks to all who came out with 

boots, gloves, and shovels to work together! 

 You’ve seen ads for Manada Conservancy’s spring native plant sales. You may have attended a program 
about planting with native species.  You’re aware that native plants help our local pollinators like birds, but-

terflies, and bees thrive. And you know that choosing native species adapted to 
the local climate can eliminate the need for excessive watering and chemical use. 

Because of this, you want to integrate native plants into your home land-

scape.  But…where to start? 

 

Manada Conservancy's Gardening for Nature program is the solution for you! 

Schedule a consultation with our experienced native plant consultant, Laurie 

Crawford.  She will visit your property, discuss your goals, 
and prepare a suggested landscape design specific to your 
property.  Plan now for spring planting! Contact Laurie at 

gardeningfornature@manada.org. 

 

A portion of the Gardening for Nature consultation fee helps Manada Conservancy to further 
our mission of land conservation, environmental education, and community engagement. 

http://www.manada.org/native-plants/gardening-for-nature/
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Thank you to our sponsors: 

Frederick, Seibert & Associates, Inc. ~ M&T Bank 
Agrarian Associates, Inc. ~ Schiffman, Sheridan & Brown, P.C. 

Country Meadows Retirement Communities 
Troegs Independent Brewing ~ Forrest’s Feed Co.  

Music Over the Mountains “Blues, BBQ and Brews” Features the Kittatinny Ridge 

 

On September 23, over 100 Manada Conservancy friends and supporters enjoyed a rain-free evening of music 
and food at the base of the Kittatinny Ridge, a focal point of Manada Conservancy’s conservation efforts. The 

competitive silent auction bidding and the social media “photo booth” added fun to this significant fundrais-
ing event.  Thanks to the many 

volunteers, to musicians The 

Roger Hammer Duo and Acous-

tic Stew,  

silent auc-
tion item 

donors, 
food pro-
viders 

Troegs, 

Forrest’s Feed 

Co., and Duck 

Donuts, and our 

hosts Dave & 
Pam Graybill at 

Wind in the 

Willows for 

making it a fun 

and successful 
evening! 

 

 Spring Native Plant Sale Date Announced 

      Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 4, 2019, the 
date for our annual spring native plant sale.  The sale will  

  again be held at Boro (Schaffner) Park in Hummelstown. Our   

online presale catalogue for early purchases will be available  

   early in January.  On line sales are highly encouraged; many species  
              of trees and shrubs not available day of sale can be purchased during the 

presale.  Watch for more information in our win-
ter newsletter and on our website www.manada.org.  

In the meantime, 

check out our Garden-
ing for Nature pro-

gram to help you plan 
your native plant sale 

shopping list!  (See in-
formation on page 7) 

 
Save the date! 
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Kids Take A Walk on the Wild Side 

 
Manada Conservancy’s Education Committee partnered with the Hershey 

Public Library to lead a small group of children & their parents on an ex-
ploration of plants that can be found in riparian buffers.  Manada Board 

member Laura Goss talked about the important 
role these plants play in a healthy ecosystem, then 
guided the kids in activities and a “field trip” to the 

buffer in front 
of the library.  

Stay tuned for 
information 

about 2019 pro-
grams for chil-
dren! 

Kit Abendroth 
Tom Abendroth 

Tracey Ash 
Nancy Avolese 
Chris Balough 

Bobbie Boyer 
Greg Burgdorf 

Paulina Burgdorf 
Nancy Cladel 

Chuck Cladel 

Kyle D’Angelo 
Tony Davis 

Tracy Devenyi 
Sue Drexler 

Kristin Eckert 
Denis Ginder 

Laura Goss 
Randy Goss 

Alexa Korber 

Janet Maynard 
Jim Maynard 

David McNaughton 
Lindsey Miller 

Robin Mitchell 
Caroline Parke 
Daniel Petruzzi 

Anita Pritchett 
Bonnie Rannels 

Sharon Rannels 
Steve Rannels 

Lorna Thomas 
Anne Wain 
Jan Wessell 

Donna Wierzbowski 
Leslie Wilson 

Theresa Winfindale 
Tom Winner 

Jim Wirt 
Rich Zaino 
Sally Zaino 

Thank you to our  

volunteers this quarter.  

* Anonymous contributors of a sig-

nificant gift of appreciated stock 

* The Hershey Pantry, who do-

nated $250 as a result of our August 
“Dining for Dollars” event 

* Derry Township Recycling Com-

mittee through The Foundation for 

Enhancing Communities 

* Leslie Wilson of Elemental Ex-

pressions for her assistance with si-
lent auction basket assembly 

* “The Green Team” for purchasing 

2 Pathway to Preservation Footprints 
in memory of Evan Porter 

Special thanks to the following friends for their recent  

support of  Manada Conservancy: 

Gift-giving Season Is Coming! 

Purchase some footprints on  

our Pathway to Preservation!   
See insert for details about supporting  
our preservation efforts this way. 

 

Introduce a friend to Manada 

Conservancy by giving a gift 

membership! 

  
When you purchase gifts online,  

remember to use AmazonSmile  

or iGive.com. Choose Manada  

Conservancy to donate to us at no 

additional cost to you! 

Turn your old vehicle into a 

charitable donation!  Visit  

v-dac.com and choose Manada Con-

servancy as the recipient. 

 

Our annual membership renew-

al campaign is just around the 

corner.  Look for your renewal form 
in the mail… or save us a stamp by 

using the form on page 11! 
 

Stay tuned for more information 

about #GivingTuesday on No-

vember 27, 2018. 

Looking for some different gift ideas this year?   

We have a few suggestions! 

Thank you!  



Manada Conservancy is grateful to our Corporate, Business & Event supporters! 
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Ilse Heine’s Pet Grooming 

Jean Seibert, Attorney 

(717) 564-1995  www.goodstreecare.com 

FREE SPIRIT YOGA 
freespirityogahershey.com 

 
HERSHEY PEDIATRIC CENTER 

 
Dr. Richard L. Walters, DMD 

Stony Creek Valley Coalition, Inc. 
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□ VISIONARY / CORPORATE  $1000+ 
 
□ BENEFACTOR  $500 - $999 
 
□ CONSERVATOR  $250 - $499 
 
□ GUARDIAN / BUSINESS  $100 - $249 
 
□ STEWARD  $50 - $99 
 
□ FRIEND  $25 - $49 

 
 

□ NEW MEMBER             □ RENEWAL MEMBER 

Please enroll me as a member in the Manada Conservancy for 2019 at the level I have indicated below 

MEMBERSHIP 

Name:______________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________ 
    
 Phone: _____________________________________________ 

 

 Email: _____________________________________________    
 
 Amount Enclosed: __________    Check #:______________ 

 

Credit Card :________________________________________ 
 

Exp.____________  CCV____________ 
 

Signature:___________________________________________ 

 
Please mail to:   

 
Manada Conservancy  

PO Box 25  
Hummelstown, PA  17036 

THANK YOU! 

 On October 7, nearly 60 people of all ages participated in the 
Walk in Penn’s Woods at DeHart Dam, which was co-sponsored 

by Dauphin County Woodland Owners Association, Capital Re-
gion Water, and Manada Conservancy.  Thanks to Tanya Dierolf 

of CRW and Dave McNaughton of Manada Conservancy for 
pointing out the natural history of 

the area and explaining the opera-
tion of the water supply, to Andy 
Brought of DCNR Forestry for his 

help, and to Mike Thomas and 
DCWOA for welcoming the group 

and providing snacks. 
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Mission Statement 

Manada Conservancy is a land trust dedicated to  
preserving the natural, historic, agricultural, and scenic  

resources of Dauphin County through  
land conservation, environmental education,  

and community engagement.  


