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Adding to the Legacy 

Another 225 Acres PRESERVED! 

  Join us for our first fall program! 

 
  A Watershed Perspective on 

Stream Water Quality in a Changing Climate 
 

Thursday, October 10, 7pm  ~ South Hanover Twp building 
(161 Patriot Way, Hershey) 

 
See page 4 for details on all of  our fall programs.   



Board of Directors 
 

President 

Sally Zaino 
Vice President 

Nancy Cladel 
Treasurer 

Kyle D’Angelo 
Secretary 

Bobbie Boyer 
 

Directors 

Tom Abendroth 

Greg Burgdorf 
Tracy Devenyi 
Kristin Eckert 

Bonnie Rannels 
Pat Swartz 

Rich Zaino 
 

Staff  
Executive Director 

Jennifer Dunlap 

Stewardship Director 

Mark Vibbert 

Finance Manager 

Chris Silvis 

Office Manager 

Karen Haldeman 
 

Newsletter Editor 

Karen Haldeman 

 From Our President 

 
Emeritus Board 

Jim Egenrieder 

Linus Fenicle 
Mary Houts 

Sally McKeever 

Sharon Rannels 

Steve Rannels 
Richard Williams 
Suzanne Donovan 

Lindsay Johnson 
John Conner 

Charles Cladel  

In Memory  

David Parke 
Vic Rohrer 

Ken & Anna Staver 

Manada Conservancy                                        Page  2               October News 2019 

Manada Conservancy, 113 East Main Street REAR, Hummelstown, PA 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 25, Hummelstown, PA 17036--0025 

Phone: (717) 566 - 4122 | e-mail: office@manada.org | www.manada.org  

Facebook & Instagram: manadaconservancy | Twitter @manadaconserve 
Manada Conservancy is a 501(c)(3) organization.  Our identification number is 25-1784517. 

Hours by apppointment 

Dear Friends, 
 

Although the call to the South for winter is compelling, one of the 
most enjoyable things about Pennsylvania is its seasons. Each one  

has its beauties—spring wildflowers, summer butterflies, winter 
snowflakes—but autumn is my favorite. The sharp sky, the clear 

air, the rusty and tawny colors, and the wind: what is more beau-
tiful than standing in a sudden fall breeze while colored leaves 
patter down around you?  

 
So while watching the Vs of geese pass overhead and seeing the swallows gather 

on the power lines, staging for migration, I’m not envious. The cycle of natural life 

right here is worth staying for, as are the sometimes bleak, sometimes stark, but 

always beautiful winter scenes.  I like being in it. 
 
Here at the Conservancy, we’ve been splitting our time between sitting behind 

computers and doing our non-Conservancy work (like making pickles and freezing  
and canning tomato sauce, getting kids ready to start back to school, going to 

work, feeding new babies…). In these enterprises, we are taking care of all the dai-
ly jobs that never seem to end. We are lucky to live in an area of abundance, where 

there is decent farmland, good services, a backdrop of the Appalachian Mountains, 
one of the most beautiful rivers in the country (I may be biased), and where we still 
have some wildness.  Everything we do, every day, is in some way connected to all 

this.  
 

Here in the office, we always have to be careful that we don’t spend more time 
reading about natural resources, calculating strategies, and planning than we actu-

ally spend outside understanding why we are doing it and allowing the natural 
world to imbue us with the calmness and the reality of what we are and where we 
live. This applies to us at home, too.  There’s always so much to do. It’s so easy 

forget how it all fits into a bigger picture.  
 

So here’s my suggestion for this autumn: get outside! Watch the late goldenrod, 
listen to the crickets, take a “Walk in Penn’s Woods” with us on October 6, check 

out the Full Hunter’s Moon on October 13. Kayak the Swatara Creek and watch 
the leaves land on the water. Look up to see an eagle. Leave the devices behind, 
grab a jacket, and head out for the afternoon.  

 
One thing that seems as clear as a fall day to me: we need to feel nature working 

around us, and we need to know we are part of it. There’s only one way to do  
that.  

Sally 
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Preservation News 

Manada Conservancy Partners in Preservation  
Partners in Preservation have preserved land with Manada Conservancy. 

Goldie Boyer & Fern Hartman 
The Ernest Champagne Family 

Charles and Nancy Cladel 
Gary Clawson  

& Diane VanDeHei 
County of Dauphin 

The Detweiler Family 
Barry & Deborah Everly 

Girl Scouts in the Heart of PA 

Dr. William S. Gordon 

Peter & Mary Houts 
James & Louise Irwin 

The King Family 
Walter & Diana Koerber 

Casper Kohler 
Rhonda & Murray Laudenslager 

Max & Erika Lauffer 
Kenneth & Karen Lehman 

The Logan Family 

J&J Hospitality Enterprises  

Jeff Neely 
Doug & Nadine Neidich 

Parkway Farms, Inc. 
The Pronio Family 

Vic and Jean Rohrer 
Mary Louise Sherk 

Don and Jennifer Smith 
Joseph & Linda Taylor 

Richard & Doris Vickroy 

Richard and Sally Zaino 

Adding to the Legacy:  

Another 225 Acres Preserved on Peter’s Mountain 
 
In 2007, through the generosity of the Laudenslager Family 
and with the assistance of a US Fish and Wildlife grant, 
Manada Conservancy placed a conservation easement on 
the 41-acre heart of a unique swamp ecosystem on the 
north side of Peter’s Mountain in Wayne Township. How-
ever, that swamp system extends well beyond what we had 
protected—for several miles, on a shelf of the mountain. It 
holds pools of water, running streams, and contributes to a 
very unique plant and aquatic wildlife environment as well 
as to the water quality of the Powell’s Creek, which it feeds 

from several locations. Now in 2019, we are happy to have 
conserved significantly more of this natural landscape. 
 
Because the Laudenslagers recognize the immense ecologi-
cal value of the property, and because of the efforts of sev-
eral partners, we’ve now finalized a conservation easement 
on another 225 acres, including more swamp, more sup-
porting landscape for the aquatic life there, and an almost 
two-mile long swath of connected habitat and forest. It is 
an amazing and wonderful project, and we are extremely 

grateful and very 
proud to have 
been able to make 
it happen. This is 

one of those prop-
erties on which the 
natural resources 
just stack up. 
Along with con-
tributing to the 
large-scale goal of  

 
protecting the Kittatinny Corridor for migrating raptors 
and songbirds, it contains habitat for unique and threat-
ened species—both wildlife and plants. It is a Pennsylvania 
Natural Heritage Program site because of the species there. 
It provides nesting songbird habitat. It adds to the con-
served portion of the swamp and is contiguous with state 
game lands, increasing the body of unbroken protected for-
est. And did we mention it is beautiful? Whether you are 
driving in Powell’s Valley and looking at the mountainside 
or walking through the property itself, it is a wild haven, 
beautiful from every angle. 
 
It takes a special 

landowner to recog-
nize this value and 
make the effort to 
protect it, and to work with us through the many months it 
takes to do so. We are so grateful to be able to work with 
Murray and Rhonda Laudenslager. This project required 
many partners who came together and who all share our 
goal of preserving high quality natural lands, especially in 
the mountain corridor. The PA Department of Conserva-
tion and Natural Resources Keystone Fund made the pro-
ject possible. It was preserved in part by funding from Wil-
liams in connection with the Atlantic Sunrise Project and 
in partnership with The Conservation Fund. We are also 

grateful to The Nature Conservancy for providing steward-
ship funds and other support for this project.  
 
These partners sound just like names, but behind the names 
are many dedicated, patient and knowledgeable people, 
and we are very grateful to have such great friends and 
partners. And our own staff, consultants and volunteers 
spent many hours both in the field and behind the comput-
ers. We think you will agree that a project like this makes 
every minute worthwhile.  

Rhonda & Murray Laudenslager sign the conservation easement with 

Manada Conservancy President Sally Zaino while staff Mark Vibbert 

and Jen Dunlap observe with attorney Jean Seibert. 



Upcoming Events 

Join us for these events!  They are free and open to the public.  Please register by contacting us.  
office@manada.org  ~ 717-566-4122  ~  www.manada.org. 

 
3rd Annual Walk in Penn’s Woods  October 6, 1-3:00 pm   

Join us for a guided 1.5-mile walk at the Ibberson Conservation Area (East) in scenic 
Powell’s Valley.  Nature will be observed at its finest with field expert Ian Gardner 
and DCNR Service Forester Andy Brought.  Wear sturdy shoes for uneven terrain; 

not wheelchair or stroller friendly.  Thanks to the Dauphin County Woodland Own-

ers Association for partnering with us for this annual event!  Please register by  

October 3.  Directions and additional details can be found on the events page of our website. 
 

A Watershed Perspective: Stream Water Quality in a Changing Climate   

October 10, 7:00 pm at South Hanover Township building (161 Patriot Way, 

Hershey, PA) Progress has been made toward healing damaged stream net-

works, but what does the future hold as water temperature rises and precipita-
tion patterns change?  Join us for this informative program featuring Scott  
Ensign of Stroud Water Research Center.  

 

 

Loving the Land: the Manada Conservancy Story November 14, 7:00 pm   

at East Hanover Township building (8848 Jonestown Road, Grantville)   

Manada Conservancy has preserved over 2500 acres in Dauphin County in 
the last 21 years. Those years are full of stories—the people, the places, and 

the challenges of understanding the land and the best ways to preserve 
it.  Every property is different; landowners have stories of their own. How do 

we navigate this rich and beautiful landscape, and where do we go from here? Join us for 
reminiscences, news, and photos, and help us celebrate a very successful land preservation year.   
(See page 3 for information about our latest protected property!) 
 

Thank you to our education program sponsors! 
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Earth Day Has a Birthday! 
 
Next year marks the 50th anniversary of Earth Day! April 22, 1970, was the first Earth Day, 
which some call “the birth of the environmental movement.” Conservation has actually been 
happening in Pennsylvania since prehistory. But it’s a day to celebrate our planet, and we 

want to celebrate too.  It’s also the 20th anniversary of our Annual Spring Native Plant Sale!  
 

To celebrate, we are planning a number of fun programs and activities in the month of April 
including a woodlands-and-wine walk, a rock-the-land concert, a major tree planting project, and activities for 

children and adults. Look for more information in our January News!  

 
If you or your organization is planning any Earth Day 2020 activities, please let us know. Cleanups? Tree 

plantings? We hope to be able to help others publicize their Earth Day events as well. For us, Earth Day is  
every day, but next year we want to highlight everyone’s efforts to make our world a healthier, greener place.  
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Backyard Metamorphosis   The Hess Pollinator Garden 

by Anne Wain 
 

Manada Conservancy’s Gardening for Nature consultant Laurie Crawford had her 
hands and heart full this spring with a special native landscape project commissioned 

by David Hess, former DEP Secretary and lifelong environmental issues advocate.  
 
It all began when David heard Dr. Doug Tallamy’s testimony at a PA Senate Agricul-

tural and Rural Affairs Committee hearing on invasive and native species. Tallamy 
likened non-native and invasive species to “biological pollution that ecologically cas-

trates the natural landscape” and called on landowners to strengthen natural diversity 
by swapping out sterile turf grass and non-natives for more pollinator-friendly plants. 

 
Tallamy’s words inspired David to mobilize his backyard into a powerful conservation tool.  Lacking personal 

knowledge of native plants, David discovered Manada Conservancy, Gardening for Nature, and Laurie.  Lau-

rie orchestrated the entire project, designing the 80 by 23 foot space to include a rainwater-capturing hardscape 
feature and banks of pollinator-supporting native flowers, shrubs, and small trees. She recommended a land-

scaping company to do the hard labor of sod removal, soil amending, and mulching.  
 

Laurie and her partner installed the 100+ native plants, and David’s granddaughters picked out bird baths and 
bee houses.  It didn’t take long for the original 6-inch plants to soar to 4-5 feet in height. Soon the space was 
certified as a Manada Habitat for All and a Penn State Master Gardener Pollinator Friendly Garden.  

 
David’s transformed yard has become a living, breathing, buzzing, and fluttering testament to how we can 

change the culture of purely decorative landscaping to one that embraces the interplay of design, native plants, 
and wildlife.    

 
Although David’s project was beyond the usual scope of our Gardening for Nature program, you can schedule 
a consultation with Laurie to discuss your own backyard!  She will visit your property, discuss your goals, and 

prepare a suggested landscape de-
sign specific to your property. For 

more information, contact Laurie at 
gardeningfornature@manada.org.   

 
A portion of the Gardening for Nature 
consultation fee helps Manada Conserv-
ancy to further our mission of land con-

servation, environmental education, and 
community engagement.  

 David’s garden before ...                  ...and after 

 Save the date! 

May 2, 2020…  Manada Conservancy’s  

20th Annual Spring Native Plant Sale 
Boro (Schaffner) Park, Hummelstown 

Start your shopping list now!   And watch for details  

in our January newsletter and in your email inbox. 
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Many thanks to our Corporate, Business & Event supporters! 

Agrarian Associates 
Caldwell & Kearns, PC 

Country Meadows Retirement Communities 
Cocoa Kayak Rentals of Hershey 

Dauphin County Woodland Owners Assoc. 
Diana M. Reed & Associates, PC 

Dr. Richard L. Walters, DMD 
Frederick, Seibert & Associates 

Free Spirit Yoga 

G.F. Bowman, Inc. 
Go Native Tree Farm 

Good’s Tree Care, Inc. 
Hankins Computer Services, Inc. 

Healthy Living Kitchen 
Hershey Auto Center 
The Hershey Pantry 

Hershey Pediatric Center 
Highmark 

Hummelstown Business & Professional Assoc. 
Hungry Hook Farm 

Huntington National Bank 
Ilse Heine’s Pet Grooming 

The Inn at Westwynd Farm 
Jean Seibert, Attorney 

Johnson Duffie Law Offices 
Kirman Eye 
M&T Bank 

One Earth Body Care 
Reiki by Rickie 

Roost Architecture, Inc. 
Schiffman, Sheridan and Brown, P.C. 

Stony Creek Valley Coalition, Inc. 
SUEZ United Water 

T Technology Computer Repair 

Troegs Independent Brewery 
William’s Landscape Design 

Thanks to the following friends for their 

recent support: 
 
 Salem UCC Church 
 Hershey Pantry, and the Manada friends 

who recently participated in Dining for 
Dollars 

 Derry Township Recycling Committee 
 
We are grateful for donations we re-

ceived in memory of John Mentzer, and 

to his family & friends for their support 
of our conservation efforts over the years. 

 Thank you!   Thank you!  Thank you !  Thank you! 

Tom Abendroth 
Bobbie Boyer 

Greg Burgdorf 
Chuck Cladel 

Nancy Cladel 
Moria Cullen 

Kyle D’Angelo 
Sue Davis 

Tracy Devenyi 

Suzanne Donovan 

Linda Duncan 
Kristin Eckert 

Lindsey Glessner 
Dale Mackley 

Sally McKeever 
Robin Mitchell 

Caroline Parke 
Bonnie Rannels 

Paul Roundy 

Pat Swartz 

Lorna Thomas 
Hilary Vesell 

Anne Wain 
Jan Wessell 

Tom Winner 
Rich Zaino 

Sally Zaino 

Thank you to our volunteers this quarter: 
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□ VISIONARY / CORPORATE  $1000+ 
 
□ BENEFACTOR  $500 - $999 
 
□ CONSERVATOR  $250 - $499 
 
□ GUARDIAN / BUSINESS  $100 - $249 
 
□ STEWARD  $50 - $99 
 
□ FRIEND  $25 - $49 

 
 

□ NEW MEMBER             □ RENEWAL MEMBER 

Please enroll me as a member in the Manada Conservancy for 2020 at the level I have indicated below 

MEMBERSHIP 

Name:______________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________ 
    
 Phone: _____________________________________________ 

 

 Email: _____________________________________________    
 
 Amount Enclosed: __________    Check #:______________ 

 

Credit Card :________________________________________ 
 

Exp.____________  CCV____________ 
 

Signature:___________________________________________ 

 
Please mail to:   

 
Manada Conservancy  

PO Box 25  
Hummelstown, PA  17036 

THANK YOU! 

 Wish List 
  Wagons for hauling plants  

  Wheelbarrows 

  Deer camera 

  Light-weight old screens to 
protect plants from rodents 
over winter 

 
Contact the office at (717) 566-

4122 if you can donate any of 
these items or have questions.  
Thank you! 

* Manada Conservancy is a member supported organization. 

Mission Statement 

Manada Conservancy is a land trust dedicated to preserving the natural, historic, agricultural,  
and scenic resources of Dauphin County through land conservation, environmental education,  

and community engagement.  

Save us a stamp!  Use this form to complete your membership renewal for 2020 before our fall reminder goes out! 

We are seeking a permanent home for our native 

plants. For several years, volunteers have been 

growing our plants in two temporary greenhouses 
on the Cladel property. We have been potting, car-

ing for and overwintering the plants on the grounds 
of that small farm.   

 
Now, we are literally growing out of space and 

need a new home. The ideal location would be one where we could set 
up a permanent greenhouse, have a ready water supply and ample space 
to pot and overwinter plants, and would be low cost.  

 
If you know of such a place relatively close to Hummelstown, please 

contact the office at (717) 566-4122.  We appreciate any tips!   
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PATHWAY TO PRESERVATION: 

GET YOUR FOOTPRINTS HERE! 

Manada Conservancy’s Pathway to Preservation allows 
individuals to directly contribute to land preservation pro-

jects to protect forests, open space, waterways, and wild-
life habitat. These preservation efforts help to ensure a 

healthy local environment and a sustainable future for all! 

 

Each $35 Footprint is another step on our symbolic Path-
way to Preservation--a gift that keeps on giving. Footprint 
contributions go into a fund which is specifically used for 

land preservation.  
 

Footprints make great holiday gifts!  Let us print a colorful 

certificate for your friend or family member! To purchase 

one or more, mail this completed form (or print one from 
our website) to us with your payment.  Thank you! 

I would like to purchase  

 _______ footprints for myself. 

 _______ footprints for my friend(s). 

Please make certificates for the following people:  

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

 (use additional paper for more  names) 

My name and contact information: 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

Enclosed is my payment for _______ footprints 

at $35 each, for a total amount of $__________. 


