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Plastic pollution in the world’s oceans 

has been publicized widely; we’ve heard 

about the “Great Pacific Garbage Patch.” 
Lesser known is the prevalence of  micro-

plastics in freshwater systems, which are 

conduits 
from land 

to the sea.   

 
Dr. Sherri 

Mason, cut-

ting-edge 
plastic pol-

lution re-

searcher and Sustainability Coordinator 

at Penn State Erie, will present an over-

view of  what plastic is, its proliferation in 
our society, and its emergence as one of  

the most prominent environmental pollu-

tants.  Join us for this virtual education 
program! 
 

February 25, 7:00 pm  
 

To register for this online program, 

please visit: 
www.manada.org/events 

The Perils of Plastic 

 We are starting 

the new year  

with a bang! 

2 preservation projects 

complete! (see page 3) 

 
Online Native Plant store 

opens Feb 1! (see page 7) 
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Hours by appointment 

Dear Friends, 
 

The last few months have caused me to think a lot about con-
nections—how important they are, and what else unravels when 

they break down. When you can’t see your own family mem-
bers or your friends, you realize even more how important your 

connections to them are. When your solace becomes a walk in the 
woods, you elevate your connection to the forest.  
 

There are all different kinds of connections: the sharing of ideas between people, 
the connections of people with their surroundings, the way trees communicate un-

derground, the way ocean currents and air currents affect our lives, and the way 
migrating birds help to stitch the global ecosystem together. In other words, the in-

terdependence of pretty much everything. Another example is the network of 
nerves and vessels that make our own bodies whole and functional.  
 

Even our small conservancy is like a little capillary, connected to a much larger 
network of conservancies, watershed groups, and environmental agencies, from 

local to global. The mutual exchange keeps our organization healthy. We are part 
of our own community and also of a world community, and each property we pro-

tect is part of the earth’s vital network of wildlands that must be maintained to keep 
our planet healthy and whole.  
 

Capillaries are very important. None of the larger vessels can do their job without 
that fundamental connection to every little cell and the exchange that they provide. 

Think of them as the grass roots of a person, and the metaphor follows. At a water 
quality workshop once, I heard the smallest tributaries described as being like capil-

laries, the ones that have the most impact on the health of a river. At a farm confer-
ence I learned that farmers need a critical mass of agricultural lands nearby to re-
main viable. We need each other, every single one.  

 
I have some hope for this next year. Through all the tragedy and challenges we’ve 

had recently, I believe that the value of working together, supporting each other, 
connecting and re-connecting has floated back to the top of our consciousness. And 

I think we’ll keep it there, and maybe patch some holes, connect back with each 
other, and sew together some wholeness. I’m hoping we can all work together to 
keep connecting both our personal landscapes and our natural ones.  

Sally 
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“Everything We Believe In”  
...another 89 woodland acres preserved! 
by Jen Dunlap 
 

Surrounded by a forest full of chestnut oak, sassa-
fras, and mountain laurel, and the fresh mountain 

air at Chuck and Brenda Witmer’s property in Jef-
ferson Township, you would never know that the 

world is enduring a pandemic.  Despite this time of 
social distancing, the Witmer family, Manada Con-
servancy, and the Ward Burton Wildlife Founda-

tion were able to work cooperatively, with a little 
help from Zoom, to permanently protect 89 acres of 

woodland.  
 

Completion of this conser-
vation easement project 
marks another success for 

Fort Indiantown Gap’s Ar-
my Compatible Use Buffer 

(ACUB) program that seeks 
to preserve high priority 

conservation land near mili-
tary facilities in an effort to 
avoid nearby uses that 

would be incompatible with 
their training. FIG’s need 

for dark skies and limited development around the 
military base mesh with our priority to protect land 

on the Kittatinny Ridge and surrounding area due 
to its high conservation value.  In Brenda Witmer’s 

words, “It’s everything we believe in,” aware that 
they are both furthering a conservation mission and 

a military mission. 
 
As development pressure never seems to cease, pre-

serving this land not only helps to protect the water 
quality of Clarks Creek but also ensures a reprieve 

for the black bear, deer, bobcat, and many other 
species that call this area home.  Contiguous with 

another Manada Conservancy preserved property, 
this project helps to fulfill our 

goal of piecing together a 

corridor of protected land 
on the Kittatinny Ridge, 

recognized around the 
globe as an important mi-

gratory flyway and climate 
resilient landscape. 
 

Thank you, Chuck and 
Brenda Witmer, for your 

partnership in preservation! 

Phase 2 of  the Pronio Farm is permanently protected! 
by Jen Dunlap 
 
We are pleased to share with you that, at the very end of 2020, we were able 
to add another 12 acres to the protected portion of the Pronio family farm.  

In 2016, we worked with the Pronio family to take the first step in preserving 
their farm by placing a conservation easement on 27 acres of land with high 
conservation value. While taking a phased approach, the family’s goal is to 

protect the entire 145-acre farm.  The property straddles the East Hanover - 
West Hanover municipal boundary and is not far from the rapid develop-

ment taking place along Route 39.  Preserving this bucolic farm ensures that the land will be available for 
wildlife habitat and agricultural use into the future, and that the open space and scenic value the farm 

provides may be appreciated for generations to come.   
 
Both a tributary to the Manada Creek and a portion of the Horse-Shoe Trail traverse the property.  Not 

far from the Kittatinny Ridge (locally known as Blue Mountain) the property is a haven for migrating 
songbirds and serves as supporting landscape for migrating raptors to rest and feed.  

 
Many thanks to the Pronio Family for their partnership in preservation and continued support of Mana-

da Conservancy. Read more about the Pronio family and their history with the farm on the next page. 
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The history of the Pronio farm is in many ways a 
love story.  

 
Vince and Ronnie Pronio lived happily in Hershey, 
raising four children and running the family busi-

ness. But Ronnie’s love of horses, which began at an 
early age, continued into adulthood. She shared her 

love of horses with her children, and eventually a 
pony was purchased and boarded at Cassel’s farm 

near Hanoverdale. When a property nearby became 
available, Vince and Ronnie both thought it would 
be a great idea to buy the property but not for the 

same reason. Vince viewed the 150-acre farm as a 
good investment while Ronnie envisioned it as the 

perfect home for a stable full of horses.   
 

Over the next 5 years, the farm was transformed: 
dilapidated farm buildings were torn down, split rail 
fencing installed, a horse barn built, and horses ac-

quired. Ronnie’s dreams had come true! Though 
Vince had no desire to leave Hershey and live per-

manently on the farm, Ronnie and the children 
eventually wore him down, and the family took up 

permanent residence in the remodeled farmhouse in 
1974.   
 

Over the next several decades, the road from Her-
shey to the Village of Hanoverdale changed dramati-

cally. Family farms were sold and developments 
sprang up and included townhouses, strip malls and 

hotels. While 
at one time 

there was lit-
tle traffic and 

no need for 
traffic sig-

nals, Route 
39 eventually 
became a 

main road 
with multiple 

traffic signals. When the Pronios purchased the fam-
ily farm, it was just one of many in the area, but 

eventually it become unique in its being untouched 
by development.   
 

Ironically, Vince, who had purchased the farm as an 
investment, grew to love the farm and the lifestyle it 

afforded him. The abundance of wildlife and the 
beauty of the land are just a couple of the reasons he 

fell in live with the property. Many attractive offers 
to purchase the farm were extended over the years, 
but Vince and Ronnie adamantly declined. In fact, 

Vince and Ronnie’s love for the farm motivated 
them to work 

with Manada 
Conservancy in 

order to protect 
the farm from 
future develop-

ment.  
 

When Ronnie 
proposed to 

move back to 
Hershey in the 
1990’s, Vince refused, and he remained on the farm 

till his dying day. Ronnie continues to live on the 
farm, and she is working with Manada Conservancy 

to ensure that the farm will be forever protected.  
 
To watch a short video about what preserving the family 
farm means to the Pronio family, please visit 
www.manada.org/preservation. Thanks to Gabe Pyszka, 
owner of Created on Purpose video productions, for work-

ing with us to create this video. More about Gabe's work 
can be found at https://createdonpurposepa.com.  

A Preservation Love Story 
by Lorna Pronio Thomas 

Photo courtesy of the Pronio family and Sally Zaino 

http://www.manada.org/preservation
https://createdonpurposepa.com


Program Updates 
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You can still take  

a Walk in Penn’s Woods 
 

The recording of our virtual 
Walk in Penn’s Woods on the Stony Valley 

rail-trail occurred on a spectacular fall day and 
is now available on our website at 

www.manada.org/education/resources/. The 
25-minute video is full of the history and the 

beautiful scenery of our local mountains and 
valleys.  
 
Special thanks to Steve Bernardi of the PA 

Game Commission for his informative and 
engaging discussion of habitat management in 
our region’s state game lands woods. Thank 

you to the Dauphin County Woodland Own-
ers’ Association for setting 

up the program and espe-
cially to Mike and Glenda 

Thomas (President and 
Secretary), Debbie Everly 

(Vice President), Sally & 
Rich Zaino, and Lindsey 
Glessner. Reesey the dog 

also enjoyed the walk in 
the woods with us. 

2021 Event Dates 
 
As we all learned during 2020, 
the best laid plans are subject to 
change. The dates below are cur-
rent as of press time, but please 

check our website for up-to-date program changes and ad-
ditions at www.manada.org/events 

 
April 8, 7pm  “Native Plants in Your 

Landscape,” virtual educational pro-
gram featuring a panel of Manada’s 

own native plant experts! 
 

April 20  Last day to place orders for 

spring native plant sale 
 

May 1  Spring Native Plant Sale pick-up date (Boro 

Park, Hummelstown) 

 

September 30 “Forest Health 

and Climate Change” educa-

tion program (details available 
in the summer newsletter) 

Kids’ 

Korner 
 
Welcome to this new regular feature for kids!  
In the Kids’ Korner, we will share interesting 

ideas and programs that teach about the world 
we share with plants and animals. 

 
Below is a link to a video about plants that 

adults can watch with their favorite kiddos.  It 
is about 45 minutes long and has lots of ideas 
for you to try on your own!  We hope you 

have fun together.  Send a picture of one of 
your projects to us at office@manada.org. 

 
https://extension.psu.edu/growing-gardeners-

plant-parts-tops-bottoms-and-middles 

Could you use some help integrating native plants 
into your home landscape?  Through Manada Con-

servancy’s Gardening for Nature program, you can 

schedule a consultation with our experienced native 

plant consultant, Laurie Crawford.  She will visit 
your property, discuss your goals, and prepare a sug-

gested landscape design specific to your property.  
Plan now to take advantage of our spring native 

plant sale! Email Laurie at garden-

ingfornature@manada.org. 

 
Details about services and fees can be 

found at www.manada.org.  A portion 
of the Gardening for Nature consultation 
fee helps Manada Conservancy to further 
our mission of land conservation, environmental educa-

tion, and community engagement. 

Thanks to our education 
program  sponsor! 
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Boy Scout Builds Information Kiosk at Cladel Preserve 
by Anita Pritchett 

 

Thanks to a partnership between Manada Conservancy and Scouts BSA Troop 200, the Cladel Preserve 
now has a kiosk to bring more notice to this idyllic space.  Logan Holley of Troop 200 worked with our 

Stewardship Director, Mark Vibbert, to complete his Eagle Project 
this fall, notwithstanding delays and new planning elements brought 

on by the Covid-19 pandemic.   
 
Logan led the planning and execution of the project which involved 

other Scout and Manada Conservancy volunteers for a total of 189 
hours of work over 5 months.   He appreciated having an outdoor 

project to work on and hopes that the kiosk will let more people 

know they can visit the preserve and enjoy nature here.  The Cladel 

Preserve is open to the public and is located across from 412 South 
Meadow Lane, Hummelstown. 
 

As part of his project requirements, Logan solicited contributions for 
the kiosk materials and installation equipment.  Because the kiosk 

was completed under budget, Logan plans to donate the remainder of 
his Eagle project funds to Manada Conservancy. Thank you, Logan! 

Jen Dunlap Earns Landscape Professional Certification 
 

Congratulations to our Executive Director, Jennifer Dunlap, who recently com-
pleted the Chesapeake Bay Landscape Professional certification program.  Ad-

ministered by the Chesapeake Conservation Landscaping Council, the CBLP 
certification is a voluntary credential system for professionals who design, install, 
and maintain sustainable landscapes.  The training involves classes or webinars 

and hands-on workshops about best management practices such as conservation 
landscaping, rainwater harvesting, stormwater infiltration practices, and how to 

perform site assessments. The training is followed with an exam, and the accrual 
of continuing education credits is needed to maintain certification.  

  
Jen will be using the knowledge gained through this program to further Manada Conservancy’s Swatara 

Greenway Stewardship program in which we organize riparian plantings along the Swatara Creek, work 

with local landowners and townships to promote creek-side stewardship, and partner with fellow organi-
zations to improve the local watershed and that of the greater Chesapeake Bay.  A key component of 

this work is utilizing native plants to create and enhance habitat and support native pollinators and other 
wildlife, another core aspect of Manada Conservancy’s conservation efforts.  

 
To learn more about the Chesapeake Bay Landscape Professional 

certification program or to find a certified professional, visit 

https://cblpro.org/. 



Manada Conservancy Partners in Preservation  
Partners in Preservation have preserved land with Manada Conservancy. 

Goldie Boyer & Fern Hartman 
The Ernest Champagne Family 

Charles and Nancy Cladel 
Gary Clawson & Diane VanDeHei 

County of Dauphin 
The Detweiler Family 

Barry & Deborah Everly 
Girl Scouts in the Heart of PA 

Dr. William S. Gordon 
Peter & Mary Houts 

 

James & Louise Irwin 
The King Family 

Walter & Diana Koerber 
Casper Kohler 

Rhonda & Murray Laudenslager 
Max & Erika Lauffer 

Kenneth & Karen Lehman 
The Logan Family 

J&J Hospitality Enterprises  
Jeff Neely 

Doug & Nadine Neidich 

Mary Osbakken & Lynn Holmes 
Parkway Farms, Inc. 
The Pronio Family 

Vic and Jean Rohrer 
Mary Louise Sherk 

Don and Jennifer Smith 
Joseph & Linda Taylor 

Richard & Doris Vickroy 
Chuck & Brenda Witmer 
Richard and Sally Zaino 
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Enrich your home habitat by planting natives! 

21st Annual Spring Native Plant Sale 
Online ordering February 1- April 20 

In-person Pick-up May 1 at Boro Park, Hummelstown 

 
Browse our newly expanded online catalog which includes in-depth information  

about each plant’s benefits and uses.  Choose from our largest selection to date  

of  native perennials, grasses, rare and unique plants, shrubs and trees. 

  

Use these coupon codes: 

 EARLYBIRD: 10% off  all orders placed by March 15  
(excludes merchandise and donations) 

HABITAT: 15% off  orders over $200 
 
  
 
 

All profits support Manada 

Conservancy programs  
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Board of Directors News 

Farewell with gratitude: A founder 

leaves the Board  

 
Those of us who have been here from the beginning 

remember sitting around a kitchen table with Nancy 
Cladel, who kept saying, “We need to start a land 

trust.” She said it until we listened, and that’s how 
Manada Conservancy began. Then, a few years lat-

er, she spearheaded the annual Native Plant Sale, 
which has grown and evolved to not just a sale 
but—with many enthusiastic volunteers—a Native 

Plant Initiative and one of Manada Conservancy’s 
signature programs.  

 
Nancy has served on our 

Board of Directors since 
1997 when the Conserv-
ancy became a non-profit 

organization. Nancy and 
her husband Chuck are 

Partners in Preservation 
through their property 

donation of the Cladel 
Preserve in East Hano-
ver Township. Their 

homestead is also pre-
served with an easement. 

Nancy will remain on our Administration Commit-
tee as we do our strategic planning and will remain 

active on the Native Plant Sale Committee.  
 
Nancy and her visions have been part of the foun-

dation of our now successful organization.  Though 
we regretfully say farewell to her participation on 

our Board, we are very grateful for all that she has 
contributed to make the world a better place, to pre-

serve the resources of our local community, and to 
create wildlife habitat in our own back yards. Thank 
you, Nancy! 

 

Meet our new 

Board member, 

Annette Mathes! 
 

Annette became our 
newest Director at the 

November Board meet-
ing. She is a Certified 

Public Accountant, re-
cently retired from 
Pennsylvania’s State System of Higher Education, 

where she served as Controller. She has been very 
active in leadership positions with the Appalachian 

Audubon Chapter.  She has also held board posi-
tions with the Central PA Conservancy, the PA 

Chestnut Foundation, and the PA Society for Orni-
thology.  
 

Annette loves to garden and create native habitat 
for wildlife.  She was the Dauphin County compiler 

for PSO’s PA Birds Journal for two years and is still 
active with that organization as a Christmas Bird 

Count compiler. She enjoys watching and listening 
to opera. She brings enthusiasm and deep experi-
ence, and we are delighted that she is joining our 

Board of Directors. Welcome Annette! 
 

In other Board news… 

Tom Abendroth replaces Nancy Cladel as the 

Board’s Vice-President.  And after many years as 
Board Secretary, Bobbie Boyer has turned over 

those duties to Anthea Stebbins.  Thanks to you all! 

Board and staff gather via Zoom for the December 
Board meeting 
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Tom Abendroth 
Chris Balogh 

Daryl, Lisa, Aiden, & 
Lochlain Bloom 

Bobbie Boyer 
Greg Burgdorf 

Paulina Burgdorf 
Carol Buskirk 
Chuck Cladel 

Nancy Cladel 
Moira Cullen 

Kyle D'Angelo 
Sue Davis 

Tony Davis 
Tracy Devenyi 

Sue Drexler 

Kristin Eckert 
Rachel Goad 

Rocky Gleason 
Lindsey Glessner 

Alexa Korber 
Dale Mackley 

Annette Mathes 

Sally McKeever 
Caroline Parke 

Anita Pritchett 
Bonnie Rannels 

Sharon Rannels 
Paul Roundy 

Judy Russ 
Bev Sekol 
Jack Sekol 

Anthea Stebbins 
Pat Swartz 

Lorna Thomas 
Hilary Vesell 

Anne Wain 
Matt Weir 

Danielle Whitesel 

Donna Wierzbowski 
Tom Winner 

Jim Wirt 
Max Yakovlev 

Carolyn Zaino 
Richard Zaino 

Sally Zaino 

Thank you to these recent volunteers! 
You’ve monitored properties while wearing masks. 
You’ve met via Zoom to plan programs.  You’ve 

stuffed envelopes from home…. Thanks for being so 
flexible during this last year!  We hope to recognize all 

our volunteers when it’s safe to be together again. 

We’ve lost a friend… 
We were sorry to learn of the 
passing of Art Schiavo, longtime 
Conservancy member, avid bird-

watcher, and cheerful soul. Art 
took up bird-watching later in his life, 

and as with other things, he embraced it 

with energy. His enthusiasm and excitement—as 

he added new birds to his Life List—was conta-
gious. He was an early partner in helping to take 

care of our Clawson Preserve along the Swatara 
Creek, and then of course stayed to note what 
birds were enjoying the habitat there. Our 

thoughts are with Art’s friends and family. Thank 
you to those who have donated in his memory. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following people who have 

taken steps on our symbolic “Pathway to Preserva-

tion.”  All donations given through this program 
are used specifically to acquire new preservation 

lands, helping to ensure a healthy local environ-
ment and a sustainable future for all. 
 

Bill and Marion Alexander 
Angela Bulman 

Charles and Nancy Cladel 
Emily Drabick 

Gail Forbes and Sheldon Parker 
Rebeckah Keiper Fussell 
Hannah Lauffer Fussell 

Jim and Ann Kroh 
Terry and Warren Lewis 

Sandy Lunney 
Mike and Kay Marshall 

Sally McKeever (in memory of  Diane Horlacher) 
Bob and Ruth Moase 

Tony and Marge Panettieri 
In memory of  Art Schiavo 

David P. Willis 
Sally Zaino 

Workplace giving  
opportunity 
 
Does your employer offer charitable giving oppor-

tunities through payroll pledges?  Manada Conserv-
ancy participates in EarthShare PA, an umbrella 

network of over 60 non-profits working together to 
ensure a healthy and sustainable environment.  

State employees can participate through PA’s State 
Employee Combined Appeal; federal employees 
can participate through the Combined Federal 

Campaign.  Some private companies also offer pay-
roll giving options.  

 
Employees can contribute specifically to Manada 

Conservancy via EarthShare or give to the umbrella 
organization (EarthShare) with a portion coming to 
the Conservancy.  Check with the human resources 

department at your workplace to see if they partici-
pate or to suggest they do so.    



Manada Conservancy is a member supported organization. 
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Manada Conservancy is grateful for our Corporate, Business & Event supporters! 

Back Road Boarding 
Caldwell & Kearns, PC 

Cocoa Kayak Rentals of Hershey 
Dauphin County Woodland Owners Assoc. 

Ernst Conservation Seeds 
Free Spirit Yoga 

G.F. Bowman, Inc. 
Good’s Tree Care, Inc. 

Hankins Computer Services, Inc. 

Hauck Interactive, Inc. 
Hershey Auto Center 

Hershey Horticulture Society 
Hershey Trust Company 

The Hershey Pantry 
Horse-Shoe Trail Conservancy 

Hungry Hook Farm 
Ilse Heine’s Pet Grooming 

The Inn at Westwynd Farm 
Jean Seibert, Attorney 

Johnson Duffie Law Offices 
Kirman Eye 

One Earth Body Care 

Roost Architecture, Inc. 
Stony Creek Valley Coalition Inc. 

Troegs Independent Brewing 
William’s Landscape Design 

Mission Statement 

Manada Conservancy is a land trust dedicated to preserving the natural,  
historic, agricultural, and scenic resources of Dauphin County through  

land conservation, environmental education,  
and community engagement.  
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 □ NEW MEMBER             □ RENEWAL MEMBER 

Please enroll me as a member of Manada Conservancy for 2021 at the level I have indicated below 

MEMBERSHIP 

Name:___________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________ 
    
 Phone: __________________________________________ 
 
 Email: __________________________________________    
 
 Amount Enclosed: __________    Check #:___________ 
 
Credit Card :_____________________________________ 
 

Exp.____________  CCV____________ 
 

Signature:________________________________________ 
 
    □  I HAVE INCLUDED MANADA CONSERVANCY IN MY  
          LONG-TERM FINANCIAL PLANS. 

Please mail to:   

Manada Conservancy  

PO Box 25  
Hummelstown, PA  17036 

 

or renew online www.manada.org 

THANK YOU! 

□ TRILLIUM $5000+ 

□ VISIONARY / CORPORATE  $1000 -$4999 

□ BENEFACTOR  $500 - $999 

□ CONSERVATOR  $250 - $499 

□ GUARDIAN / BUSINESS  $100 - $249 

□ STEWARD  $50 - $99 

□ FRIEND  $25 - $49 

□ STUDENT $10 - $24 (GRADE LEVEL ____) 

 
We are deeply grateful to each of you who have re-
newed your membership, bought Footprints on our 
Pathway to Preservation, contributed, or participat-

ed in online giving opportunities. It has been an im-
mense help.  

 
We have welcomed some of you to our 

new membership categories, and several 
have indicated that you have included 
Manada Conservancy in your long-term 

financial planning.  Thank you! We have 

also received generous donations to our 

Endowment Fund, which will help ensure our suc-
cess for years to come.  

 
We deeply appreciate your support in 2020 and are 
looking forward to another year of land preserva-

tion and education programs. If you haven’t yet re-
newed your membership, please use the coupon be-

low or renew online. We hope some of you will 
take advantage of our new student membership op-

tion! If you have already renewed, thank you! 
 

 
You asked... 

A number of you have indicated that you are leav-
ing us a legacy and have asked exactly how to word 

a bequest. It is very simple: merely designate an 
amount or a proportion of your estate, in 

your will, for Manada Conservancy. If 
you would like to direct your bequest to 

our Endowment, where it may generate 
income for us in perpetuity, please include 
a statement (either to us or in your will) 

indicating your intent that the money spe-

cifically go to the Manada Conservancy 

Endowment Fund. That’s all it takes! Thank you.   
 

Did you know…?  

that we have now made it easy to donate gifts of 
appreciated stocks directly to Manada Conservan-

cy?  Such gifts might reduce your federal taxes. If 
you would like to know more, please contact Rich 
Zaino at rzaino@manada.org, or call him at (717) 

645-2407.   

Thank you for your support in 2020!  Now on to 2021….. 
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Manada Conservancy President Receives Conservationist Award 
by Anne Wain 

 

Congratulations to our own Sally Zaino, who recently received the Pennsylvania Forestry Association’s 
Mira Lloyd Dock Outstanding Woman Conservationist Award for 2020. This award recognizes excep-

tional 21st century woman conservationists whose actions echo and perpetuate Mira’s powerful and 
unique legacy.   

 
The PFA saw in Sally “a respected and proven leader in the conserva-
tion community where she demonstrates the ability to work construc-

tively with partners, government, and community organizations,” and 
“a true friend of the forest and land.”  

 
Sally felt “incredibly honored to be singled out” by the Dauphin 

County Woodland Owners Association (who nominated her) and the 
PFA. She believes that the award speaks to “the many people working 
every day for conservation and protection of our natural resources…

and to the immense value of partnerships.” DCWOA President Mike 
Thomas praised Sally’s efforts “to educate the public about the won-

derful natural resources that surround us, and how to care for and sustain those gifts for future genera-
tions.”  

 
Sally received a plaque as well as a gift of live trees valued at $5,000, which will help the Conservancy cre-
ate and expand restoration efforts along the Swatara Creek and other waterways in Dauphin County. 

Mike Thomas presents plaque to Sally 


