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New Roots...

Our native plant
nursery is moving, and
we need your help!
~see page 7~

Shop our largest-ever selection
of native perennials,
specialty natives, grasses, trees,
shrubs, and the new gift shop!

Place your order online
for pick-up on May 1
(details on website)
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Dear Friends,
I’m calling this my Three Gratitudes letter.
I have been signing thank you letters lately. I love doing this. I
am overwhelmed by your steadfast support. Our membership
support is our most reliable and foundational funding, and this
has been an anxious year. So your contributions provide us not only
with the working capital needed to keep our mission going, but also moral support:
that even in difficult times, you are there, and we are working together. From the
Board and Staff, and from me, thank you!
You’ll read in this issue that our native plant nursery is moving. Nancy Cladel, our
original native plant guru, has provided leadership as well as a physical location to
store and grow our native plants for many years, but she and Chuck are moving
from the area. A small group of volunteers, starting just before the Christmas holidays, has spent hundreds of hours making this move possible. You will see names
elsewhere in this newsletter, but I’d like to particularly thank Kristin Eckert (Native
Plant Committee chair) and Annette Mathes (project manager) for taking the lead.
I’m in awe of this effort from our entire Native Plant Committee. In addition, East
Hanover Township rose to our time-sensitive challenge and helped us create a
wonderful partnership that is already blossoming into shared projects. Many thanks
to Jhane Kunkel, EH Park and Recreation director, for fostering this partnership,
and to all of the supervisors, officials and public works personnel who have helped
to approve and prepare the site for us. It is a beautiful effort.
Many of you know that we have embarked on a strategic plan update with the help
of Conservation Consulting Group. Thank you to the many of you who responded
to our survey; the participation rate was high! Our Board and Staff have spent
many hours in meetings, retreats, interviews, surveys, personal homework, and organizational tasks to help map our future. I’d especially like to thank Tom
Abendroth, Jen Dunlap, and our steering committee for their unfailing leadership.
It is passionate, inspiring work.
I am so grateful for all of this. It tells a larger story, which is what many of you
have said in your responses about our organization: there are a lot of organizations out
there, but Manada Conservancy has the people, the passion, and the caring that makes us
want to be a part of it.

Sally

Manada Conservancy, 113 East Main Street REAR, Hummelstown, PA
Mailing address: P.O. Box 25, Hummelstown, PA 17036-0025
Phone: (717) 566 - 4122 | e-mail: office@manada.org
On the Web: www.manada.org | Facebook & Instagram: manadaconservancy | Twitter
@manadaconserve
Manada Conservancy is a 501(c)(3) organization. Our identification number is 25-1784517.
Hours by appointment
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Manada Conservancy’s Native Plant Initiative

Rooted in the Past, Planting in the Present,
Growing into the Future
April 8, 7:00 pm (virtual)
Our April education program will focus on Manada Conservancy’s Native Plant Initiative: its beginnings, its focus and work, and how it has grown
through the years. Four of our own native plant
experts will talk about and illustrate different aspects of the initiative, giving details on how they
and their gardens have played a part.

Our third speaker, consultant Laurie Crawford,
will discuss the current Gardening
for Nature program and services it
provides. She will also give ideas
for on how to get started with native plantings.

Wrapping up our panel, Kristin
Nancy Cladel, a founding board member of Mana- Eckert, chair of the Native Plant Sale Committee,
da Conservancy, will focus on the
will provide practical tips and guidhistory and vision of our native
ance on transitioning from typical
plant sale as it grew from a small
landscaping to native plant habitats.
event to a robust effort designed not
She will use her yard and photos
only to generate revenue but to adfrom over the years to highlight how
dress recent great losses of biodiverindividual homeowners are vital in
sity. She will give examples from
mitigating habitat loss and fragmenher own yard of how habitat can be created using
tation caused by development.
natives plants.
The program will end with an opportunity to ask
Ann Bodling will focus on native
questions of all of the panelists.
Thanks to our education
landscapes through the seasons
program sponsor
and share her insights as Manada
To receive the link for this
Conservancy’s first Gardening for
virtual program, register at
Nature consultant.
www.manada.org/events/

Manada Conservancy Partners in Preservation
Partners in Preservation have preserved land with Manada Conservancy.
Goldie Boyer & Fern Hartman
The Ernest Champagne Family
Charles and Nancy Cladel
Gary Clawson & Diane VanDeHei
County of Dauphin
The Detweiler Family
Barry & Deborah Everly
Girl Scouts in the Heart of PA
Dr. William S. Gordon
Peter & Mary Houts

James & Louise Irwin
The King Family
Walter & Diana Koerber
Casper Kohler
Rhonda & Murray Laudenslager
Max & Erika Lauffer
Kenneth & Karen Lehman
The Logan Family
J&J Hospitality Enterprises
Jeff Neely
Doug & Nadine Neidich

Mary Osbakken & Lynn Holmes
Parkway Farms, Inc.
The Pronio Family
Vic and Jean Rohrer
Mary Louise Sherk
Don and Jennifer Smith
Joseph & Linda Taylor
Richard & Doris Vickroy
Chuck & Brenda Witmer
Richard and Sally Zaino
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Program Updates
Earth Day Movie Night
We will offer the Earth Day movie night we’d
planned last year in our new “favorite” venue:
your own home! Intelligent Trees will be available
for free viewing anytime during Earth Week 2021
(April 19 – 25).
This documentary describes the research on old
growth forests which inspired Richard Powers’ Pulitizer Prize Winning book, The Overstory. Canadian scientist Dr. Suzanne Simard and German forester Peter
Wohllaben collaborated on this
beautiful documentary which
describes their
discoveries.
Look for the viewing link in your
email, on our website and Facebook
as the time approaches.

Join us in the Breeding Bird
Blitz for Conservation!
The PA Society for Ornithology is
hosting a Breeding Bird Blitz June
18-21 that will raise funds to benefit
habitat protection efforts. Part contest and part fundraiser, this event is organized
with the purpose of getting folks outdoors, recording bird data, and raising funds to support the habitat protection efforts of three conservation organizations including Manada Conservancy.
Details on how to participate in the contest or donate to the cause can be found online at
www.breedingbirdblitz.com. Stay tuned for information at www.manada.org/events and our Facebook
page!

Adventure Activities at Wildwood Park’s
Wetlands Festival
Manada Conservancy
will be joining Dauphin
County Parks and Recreation this spring for their annual Wetlands Festival at Wildwood Park. The event highlights wetland habitat in the heart of PA by providing wildlife exhibits, displays, walks, talks, educational
activities, entertainment, and local and regional
environmental organizations like.
Look for our table along the trails and stop by to
visit; we have missed seeing you! We have adventurous scavenger hunt and host plant match-up
activities planned to help you explore Wildwood
Park’s treasured wetlands. Complete the quests
and bring your list of findings back to our tent for
a native seed packet (while supplies last) both you
and the birds will enjoy.

The event takes place Saturday, April 24 from
10:00am – 4:00pm at Wildwood Park in Harrisburg. Entry is free and parking is available
throughout the park. See you at Wildwood!

Kids’
Corner
Welcome back to this regular feature for kids!
It’s almost spring! Your family might be planting
flower or vegetable seeds soon. Below is a link to
a video about seeds that you can watch. It is
about 45 minutes long and has lots of ideas for
you to try. We hope you have fun learning. Send
a picture of one of your projects to us at office@manada.org.
https://extension.psu.edu/growing-gardeners-powerful
-seeds-and-mighty-germination-for-youth
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Volunteer Voices

We’ve lost a friend…

by Anne Wain

We were so sorry to learn of the passing of Peter
Houts, who, with his wife Mary, is a Partner in
Preservation. Mary, a former Board member,
chaired our Education Committee for many years.

Volunteers are critical to the
mission of Manada Conservancy. The hundreds of hours they
devote each year to tasks—in
and out of the office— free up
staff, board, and committees to
offer more education, preserve more land, and further engage our community. To better connect us
during the continuing isolation of the pandemic,
we’re reviving the practice of spotlighting special volunteers in each newsletter.
This spring, we shine our light on Janet Maynard, 50
-year resident of Hummelstown and longtime Manada member. After retiring from the Hershey Public
Library in 1997, Janet saw a plea for volunteers in
our newsletter and pitched right in to help the newlyfounded conservancy find its stride.
“Janet was happy to do whatever task we gave her,”
says President Sally Zaino. Her tireless efforts over so
many years of office work, record keeping, file organizing, and occasional outdoor projects like weeding
and tree plantings earned her not only eternal gratitude and respect, but certificates of appreciation.
The hard work of volunteering often opens doors to
new camaraderie and friendships. Janet speaks highly
of the “many great people” she met through Manada.
“They are a wonderful group to spend time with,”
she says, “very special, and friendly.”
Janet sums up her volunteering philosophy as
“easing the load of the busy ones. Taking the more
menial things off their lists and letting them think,
develop, and plan the big stuff.”
Please join Manada’s “busy ones” in giving Janet our
heartfelt thanks.
Thank you to these
recent volunteers!
Tom Abendroth
Chris Balogh
Bobbie Boyer
Leslie Braun

Greg Burgdorf
Paulina Burgdorf
Carol Buskirk
Chuck Cladel
Nancy Cladel
Moira Cullen
Kyle D'Angelo

Peter was a talented artist and graphic artist who
produced our program posters for years. Before he
and Mary moved from the area, they preserved their
small but beautiful farm in South Hanover Township, protecting its agricultural value as well as its
woodland and streams. They have remained engaged with us from a
distance.
We will miss Peter.
Our thoughts are with
his many friends and
with Mary and his
family.

Calling budding naturalists,
Photographers, or both!
Each Wednesday for the past year,
volunteer Lindsey Glessner has posted a photo of a
mysterious object from nature on our Facebook page
for our followers to try to guess “what’s that.” We
have some very faithful and knowledgeable fans!f
Each Friday, the answer is revealed. To date, most
of the photos have been provided by Rich Zaino or
Lindsey. Now we would like to broaden our sources.
If you have some beautiful, weird, or unusual image
that you would like to share, please send it (along
with your identification of the animal or plant) to
Rich at rzaino@manada.org. If you aren’t sure of the
identification, we will try to help. We will choose the
best of your submissions to use for What’s That
Wednesday, crediting your imaginative work as you
prefer. Thanks.

Sue Davis
Tracy Devenyi
Kristin Eckert
Lindsey Glessner
Alexa Korber
Annette Mathes
Sally McKeever

Anita Pritchett
Bonnie Rannels
Sharon Rannels
Bev & Jack Sekol
Anthea Stebbins
Pat Swartz
Lorna Thomas

Hilary Vesell
Anne Wain
Matt Weir
Danielle Whitesel
Donna Wierzbowski

Richard Zaino
Sally Zaino
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Manada Conservancy is grateful for our Corporate, Business & Event supporters!

Dauphin County Woodland Owners Assoc.
Free Spirit Yoga
Good’s Tree Care, Inc.
Hankins Computer Services, Inc.
The Hershey Pantry
Horse-Shoe Trail Conservancy

Ilse Heine’s Pet Grooming
Jean Seibert, Attorney
Kirman Eye
Roost Architecture, Inc.
Stony Creek Valley Coalition Inc.

Mission Statement
Manada Conservancy is a land trust dedicated to preserving the natural,
historic, agricultural, and scenic resources of Dauphin County through
land conservation, environmental education,
and community engagement.

Manada Conservancy is a member supported organization.
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New Roots for the Native Plant Nursery!
Our native plant nursery is moving, and we need
your help!
For many years, our native plants have been nurtured at the Cladel residence, but it is time to move
to a more public and accessible location. We are
thrilled to be partnering with East Hanover Township, which has provided us with a location in their
new nature park. The beautiful setting offers many
opportunities as well as a place for our plants to
thrive. Because of time considerations, by the time
you read this, the move will have begun. We are so
grateful to the Cladels for their long hosting of our
nursery and also to East Hanover Township for our
new partnership!

estimated the cost of the
move at $10,000. Can you
help us offset this cost?
Manada Conservancy’s land
preservation and environmental education mission is
closely tied to our native
plant initiative. Native plants
in the landscape support wildlife, provide a beautiful environment, and promote understanding of our
natural world.

Together we have planted the seeds of change
throughout the years as thousands of our native
plants have been planted throughout Dauphin
But we now need to buy a shed, build a deer fence, County in yards, gardens, and commercial plots,
supply water, and purchase a number of smaller
restoring native habitat for numerous species in our
items, all of which had been generously donated to own backyards. Please help us “dig in” by donating
us by Nancy and Chuck Cladel. Our incredible vol- to Manada Conservancy’s New Roots campaign by
unteers have been working overtime to plan, calcu- May 1 through our website www.manada.org or
late, and physically relocate, all while in the middle our Facebook page www.facebook.com/
of our current Spring Native Plant Sale! We have
manadaconservancy.

MEMBERSHIP
□ NEW MEMBER
□ RENEWAL MEMBER
Please enroll me as a member of Manada Conservancy for 2021 at the level I have indicated below
□ TRILLIUM $5000+

Name:___________________________________________

□ VISIONARY / CORPORATE $1000 -$4999
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□ BENEFACTOR $500 - $999
□ CONSERVATOR $250 - $499
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Phone: __________________________________________
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Email: __________________________________________

□ FRIEND $25 - $49
□ STUDENT $10 - $24 (GRADE LEVEL ____)

Amount Enclosed: __________

Check #:___________

Credit Card :_____________________________________
Please mail to:
Manada Conservancy
PO Box 25
Hummelstown, PA 17036
or renew online www.manada.org

Exp.____________ CCV____________
Signature:________________________________________
□ I HAVE INCLUDED MANADA CONSERVANCY IN MY
LONG-TERM FINANCIAL PLANS.

THANK YOU!
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Cicada Serenade
by Bonnie Rannels
Get ready! At the end of May, that magical mating cacophony, that Zen-like metallic din in the
tree tops will be coming around again! After 17 years underground carrying out various stages of
metamorphosis and feeding on the juices of tree roots, the Great Eastern Brood X of cicadas will
emerge to complete their life cycle. The last time was in 2004 when, in my own backyard, I was
privy to their brief moments above ground.
Overnight, they crawl out of the ground and up onto a tree trunk. A white pupa splits halfway
out of its exoskeleton and dangles there, helpless and half exposed to the perils of ravenous squirrels. Those spared become dazzling cicadas, sporting transparent mica wings with a signature ‘w’
vein and red, bulging bug-eyes. In the morning, I discover them on fern fronds. They sit and wait
for their wings to firm up for the flight up to the top of the ash
tree. It is up there in cumulative numbers that the cicada serenade and the flutter of mating activity mesmerizes me.
Alas, that ash tree is gone now, reminding me how precarious
the balance of habitat and the survival of a species can be. But
I hope that you can enjoy the once-every-seventeen-year
serenade in a few months.
Periodical cicada, John Ghent, bugwood.org

