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Manada Conservancy 
Fall News 2021 

Join us for this free program 

Health of Our 

Trees 
September 30, 7:00 pm 

South Hanover Township Building  

(161 Patriot Way, Hershey) 

 
What is the state of  our forests? This presenta-
tion will provide updates on the health of  key 

tree species in our forests and landscapes.  Dr. 

Beth Brantley (Northeastern Technical Support 
Specialist with Bartlett Tree Experts) will dis-

cuss the impacts of  climate change, cultural 

conditions, insects, and pathogens along with management opportunities. She will also 
share some of  the tools to promote and maintain healthy conditions for trees.  Ameri-

can beech, eastern hemlock and oaks will be featured. 

  
 

Details are at manada.org/events.   
Register by contacting us at  

717-566-4122 or office@manada.org. 

 



Board of Directors 
 

President 

Sally Zaino 

Vice President 

Tom Abendroth 
Secretary 

Anthea Stebbins 
Treasurer 

Kyle D’Angelo  
Directors 
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Anita Pritchett 

Bonnie Rannels 
Rich Zaino 
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Charles Cladel 
Nancy Cladel 

John Conner 
Tracy Devenyi 

Suzanne Donovan 
Jim Egenrieder 

Linus Fenicle 
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Sharon Rannels 
Steve Rannels 

Lindsay Scheib 
Richard Williams 
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Newsletter Editor 

Karen Haldeman 

From Our President 
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Manada Conservancy, 113 East Main Street REAR, Hummelstown, PA 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 25, Hummelstown, PA 17036-0025 

Phone: (717) 566 - 4122 | e-mail: office@manada.org 

On the Web: www.manada.org | Facebook & Instagram: manadaconservancy | Twitter 
@manadaconserve 

Manada Conservancy is a 501(c)(3) organization.  Our identification number is 25-1784517. 

Hours by appointment 

Dear Friends, 
 
This letter will be like this summer has been: leaping from one top-
ic to another, starts and finishes, plans and successes. Almost like 
crossing a stream by jumping from rock to rock, never knowing for 
sure which rock is best, or if you are going to slip off.  But here we 
are on the other side of summer, only slightly damp.  
 
I cannot adequately express my gratitude to all of the Board and staff 
members who have stepped in to shoulder a little more this summer. Because of this, 
things are carrying on smoothly. Our Administration Committee (Tom Abendroth, 
Kyle D’Angelo, Rich Zaino, and Chris Silvis) have been working hard to update our 
staffing model and define the responsibilities of a new Executive Director. Thanks to 
them, we will have posted this job opening by the time you read this newsletter. We 
hope you’ll help us spread the word. 
 
We’ve also been steadily making progress on our new strategic plan, working through 
the summer. The brainstorming about Manada Conservancy and its future has been 
inspiring. We have all had to search our souls, asking ourselves “why are we doing 
this?” Some of the answers brought tears to my eyes. We aren’t finished. You will read 
much more about this in our January newsletter.  
 
Our native plant nursery is up and running and is fabulously successful, thanks to our 
enthusiastic Native Plant Committee and to so many of you. We’ve had our first sales 
at that location, which have worked out beautifully. Our fearless native plant leaders 
Bobbie Boyer, Sharon Rannels, and Donna Wierzbowski are doing a super job of 
keeping things running smoothly. Of course the spring native plant sale is already be-
ing planned!  
 
Our Education Committee is already lining up some super programs for 2022; special 
thanks to Bobbie Boyer, chairman, who is doing double duty, also co-chairing our Na-
tive Plant Committee.  
 
And through all this, we are learning of more ways to preserve land, more interested 
landowners, and more grant opportunities. Zoom brings together partners across the 
state, and we are fully engaged in these partnership efforts. We benefit from being able 
to connect both with our local landowners and with the partners that make our work 
part of a bigger conservation picture.  
 
One thing the pandemic has taught us is to learn to roll with the punches, and be ready 
to shift to another approach quickly. There are always more streams to cross! But as 
we navigate these times, we are reminded that the streams are still clear and beautiful, 
and that our work is trying to keep them that way.  

Sally 

mailto:office@manada.org
http://www.manada.org
https://www.facebook.com/manadaconservancy


Manada Conservancy Partners in Preservation  
Partners in Preservation have preserved land with Manada Conservancy. 

Anonymous 
Goldie Boyer & Fern Hartman 
The Ernest Champagne Family 

Charles and Nancy Cladel 
Gary Clawson & Diane VanDeHei 

County of Dauphin 
The Detweiler Family 

Barry & Deborah Everly 
Girl Scouts in the Heart of PA 

Dr. William S. Gordon 
Peter & Mary Houts 

James & Louise Irwin 
The King Family 

Walter & Diana Koerber 
Casper Kohler 

Rhonda & Murray Laudenslager 
Max & Erika Lauffer 

Kenneth & Karen Lehman 
The Logan Family 

J&J Hospitality Enterprises  
Jeff Neely 

Doug & Nadine Neidich 

Mary Osbakken & Lynn Holmes 
Parkway Farms, Inc. 
The Pronio Family 

Vic and Jean Rohrer 
Mary Louise Sherk 

Don and Jennifer Smith 
Joseph & Linda Taylor 

Richard & Doris Vickroy 
Chuck & Brenda Witmer 
Richard and Sally Zaino 
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You’ll notice that our events this fall 
have a common thread.  In some way, 
they each highlight trees: their health, 

their recreation and management op-
portunities, and their ability to pro-
vide climate solutions.  Read on to 
learn more about Manada Conservan-

cy’s impact on conserving trees and 
woodland. 

 
Since Manada Conservancy be-

gan preserving land with high 
conservation value twenty-four 

years ago, 1,844 acres of forest 
have come under our guidance 

and stewardship. In fact, 72% of 
the land we own or preserve is 
forest, with the remaining 28% 

being preserved as wetlands, 
meadows and farmland. These 

properties encompass nearly 10 
miles of significant waterways, 

including Clarks, Powells, Mana-
da, Conleys, Paxton, and Beaver 
Creeks and other small tributar-

ies. Some of these feed the ever-
present Swatara Creek, whose 

waters end up in the mighty Sus-
quehanna River; others flow di-

rectly into the Susquehanna.  

Woodland habitat in 
Pennsylvania has im-

mense value, provid-
ing habitat for 414 spe-

cies of birds and 66 species of 
mammals. Much of the forest we 

preserve lies within the Kittatinny 
Ridge Conservation Landscape, 
mountain ranges valued as a mi-

gration corridor for tens of thou-
sands of raptors and songbirds, 

and home to Hawk Mountain 
Sanctuary and many other Hawk-

watch sites. Listed as a Globally 
Important Bird Area, the ridge is 

a refuge to the vulnerable Cerule-
an Warbler, whose numbers have 

declined by 70% in recent dec-
ades.  

 
Manada Conservancy is proud to 

be a part of conserving our rich 
and diverse woodlands. With just 
one tree able to reduce storm wa-

ter run-off by 13,000 gallons per 
year, and with hundreds of trees 

planted annually by our partners, 
staff and volunteers, it is no small 

thing to say that every acre pre-
served really does matter. 

The Importance of a Tree 

by Mark Vibbert, Stewardship Director 
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2021 Walk in Penn’s Woods 

October 3, 1:00 pm 
 
Stroll with us through the fall foliage in the Haldeman Tract of the 

Weiser State Forest during this year’s Walk in Penn’s Woods.  As we 
walk through a five-year-old overstory removal, DCNR Forester 

Andy Brought will discuss this shelterwood /overstory removal sys-
tem, which is the most common harvesting practice used on state for-

est land, one which can take 10-12 years. Having young forest is critically important for many nesting 
song bird and game species.  Naturalist Ian Gardner will describe the flora and fauna along the way. 
 

We will also check out the view from the overlook at the nearby hang gliding area. On a clear day, one 
can see Armstrong Valley and Berry's Mountain all the way to the Susquehanna River.  

 
The Walk is co-sponsored by Manada Conservancy and Dauphin County Woodland Owners Associa-

tion.  Directions to the parking area can be found on our website events page.  To register, contact us at 
office@manada.org or 717-566-4122. 

Biological processes are important in reaching a car-

bon-negative future that reduces greenhouse gases in 
our atmosphere. Dr. Tom Richard, Director of Penn 
State’s Institutes of Energy and the Environment, 

will help us understand the amazing ability of living 
plants in agriculture and forest ecosystems to re-

move carbon from the atmosphere.  He will also dis-
cuss new approaches to using that plant carbon for 

energy, manufacturing, and reversing climate 
change.  
 

Join us to learn 
how Pennsylva-

nia’s assets and 

new opportunities 

can contribute to 
our future sustain-
ability. 

 
Details and regis-

tration information 
are on our website 

events page. 

Plants Rule!  
Harnessing the Sun for Climate Solutions 

October 26, 7pm (Hershey Gardens) 

 

                 Kids’ Corner 
 
 
 Are you starting to notice different col- 
 ored leaves on the trees?  Fall is here!   

 Fall is a time when many trees and  
 plants turn brown and drop their leaves.   

 
       But did you know that these leaves help to 

make soil?!  The video link below talks about 
how that happens and how you can make your 
own soil.  It is about an hour long and has lots 

of ideas for you to try. Send a picture of one of 
your projects to us at office@manada.org. 

 
We hope you can enjoying jumping in a leaf 

pile this fall, before the leaves turn into soil. 
 
https://extension.psu.edu/growing-gardeners-lets-rot-

and-wiggle 
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Tom Abendroth 

Chris Balogh 
Bobbie Boyer 

Leslie Braun 
Cara Breidenstine 

Greg Burgdorf 

Paulina Burgdorf 
Carol Buskirk 

Moira Cullen 
Kyle D'Angelo 

Susan Davis 
Suzanne Donovan 

Sue Drexler 

Scott Fitzpatrick 
Sandy Gardosik 

Rocky Gleason 
Lindsey Glessner 

Kay Hock 
Ryan Karins 
Alexa Korber 

Mary Lott 
Sally McKeever 

Caroline Parke 
Anita Pritchett 

Bonnie Rannels 

Sharon Rannels 
Steve Rannels 

Jeff Rettig 
Jean Rettig 

Anthea Stebbins 

Pat Swartz 
Lorna Thomas 

Hilary Vesell 
Anne Wain 

Matt Weir 
Jan Wessell 

Bill Wierzbowski 

Donna Wierzbowski 

Cara Martinez Williams 

Richard Zaino 

Sally Zaino 
 

 
Did we miss your name? 
Interested in helping out as 
a volunteer? Contact us at 

office@manada.org or 717-
566-4122. 

Volunteer Voices 
by Anne Wain 
 
Meet long-time volunteers Paulina and Greg 
Burgdorf.  They have been members of Manada 
Conservancy since the early 2000s. Greg has served 
on the Board of Directors for 18 years and lends his 
capable hands and myriad talents to many projects. 
Paulina has served as Volunteer Coordinator for the 
Native Plant Sale committee since 2008. Both were 
highly involved with the relocation of our native 
plant nursery to East Hanover Township’s Nature 
Park this spring.  
 
Now retired from careers in education and geology, 
the Burgdorfs enjoy hiking, kayaking, and gardening, 
as well as travel and birdwatching. Passing on a deep 
love of and respect for nature to their children and 
grandchildren is just one way the couple brings the 
Conservancy’s mission and vision to life.  
 
Greg sees Manada as “an excellent avenue to make 
an impact on the natural world.” He passionately 

endorses the Conservancy’s vision of building a com-
munity in which preserved land is abundant and con-
servation is practiced for the benefit of all, and hopes 
that each new generation retains important lessons 
learned from preceding ones. 
 
Paulina fondly remembers her relationships with Ma-
nada founders in the Conservancy’s early years. She 
continues to enjoy interacting with likeminded peo-
ple and participating in events that set Manada apart 
as a uniquely personal—yet effective and nimble—
nonprofit or-
ganization. 
 
Thank you, 
Paulina and 
Greg, for 
sharing your 
skills, your 
passion, and 
yourselves 
with us! 

Thanks to these recent  

volunteers! 
Thanks for supporting  

the Manada “Bird Brains”! 

Thanks to these and other generous donors, Manada 
Conservancy received over $3,500 from the 2021 Breed-

ing Bird Blitz for Conservation.  These funds will be 
used to protect habitat for several bird species of con-

cern.  And thanks to Sally Zaino and Greg Burgdorf  for 
leading several of the birding expeditions during this 

June event sponsored by the PA Society for Ornitholo-
gy. Stay tuned for info about a future bird blitz! 

Joshua Anstine ~ Greg & Paul-

ina Burgdorf ~ Carol Buskirk 
DG Design & Photography 

Madeleine DeHart  
Tracy Devenyi ~ Louise Irwin 

Bonnie Rannels ~ Brian Sauls  
Lorna Thomas ~ Hilary Vesell 
Susan Wagner ~ Anne Wain     

     Rich & Sally Zaino 

We are grateful for recent donations received in honor of 

Hilary Vesell’s birthday, in honor of Daryl Goodwin, 

and in honor of Carol Buskirk.  Thank you for your 

generous gifts to furthering Manada Conservancy’s mis-

sion of land conservation, environmental education, and 
community engagement in Dauphin County! 

photo by Sally Zaino 

photo by Anne Wain 



Manada Conservancy is a member supported organization. 
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Manada Conservancy is grateful for our Corporate, Business & Event supporters! 

Dauphin County Woodland Owners Assoc. 
Free Spirit Yoga 

Good’s Tree Care, Inc. 

Herbert, Rowland & Grubic, Inc. 
Hershey Auto Center 

Horse-Shoe Trail Conservancy 

Jean Seibert, Attorney 
Kirman Eye 

Roost Architecture, Inc. 

Stony Creek Valley Coalition Inc. 
Troeg’s Independent Brewery 

Mission Statement 

Manada Conservancy is a land trust dedicated to preserving the natural,  
historic, agricultural, and scenic resources of Dauphin County through  

land conservation, environmental education,  
and community engagement.  

Hankins Computer Services, Inc. 

Ilse Heine’s Pet Grooming 
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Name:____________________________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ___________________________________________ 
 
Email:____________________________________________    
 
Amount Enclosed: __________    Check #: ____________ 
 
Credit Card: ______________________________________ 
 

Exp.____________  CCV____________ 
 

Signature:________________________________________ 
 
    □  I HAVE INCLUDED MANADA CONSERVANCY IN MY  
          LONG-TERM FINANCIAL PLANS. 

□ NEW MEMBER             □ RENEWAL MEMBER 

Please enroll me as a member of Manada Conservancy for 2022 at the level I have indicated below 

MEMBERSHIP 

THANK YOU! 

□ BUSINESS PARTNER $100 AND ABOVE 

 
□ TRILLIUM $5000+ 

□ VISIONARY $1000 -$4999 

□ BENEFACTOR  $500 - $999 

□ CONSERVATOR  $250 - $499 

□ GUARDIAN $100 - $249 

□ STEWARD  $50 - $99 

□ FRIEND  $25 - $49 

□ STUDENT $10 - $24 (GRADE LEVEL ____) 

Please mail to:   

Manada Conservancy  
PO Box 25  

Hummelstown, PA  17036 
 

or renew online www.manada.org 

It’s almost  

renewal time!  
 
Our renewal letters should be in your 
mailbox in October for your 2022 

membership. You can save us a letter 
by renewing now, using the coupon 
below.  If you are not sure of your 

giving level in 2021, your designation 
is on the back of this newsletter. 

Thank you to all of our members for 
your support in this year of ups and 

down. Land is being preserved, great 

programs are happening, and we are so 

grateful that you are part of this mis-

sion. You have kept us going, and we 

are very grateful!  
 

Save yourself (and us) a stamp! 

Renew online today 
at www.manada.org 
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Here are some snapshots from our summer events! 

native plant sales at our new nursery … Mammals of  PA kids’ program 

kayak float on the Swatara Creek 
 

See inside for upcoming Fall events! 


