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Manada Conservancy 
Winter News 2022 

    Announcing our 22nd Annual Spring  

 Native Plant Sale 
 

 

 

 

May 7, 2022 

10am—3pm 
new location! 
Manada Conservancy’s Native Plant Nursery  

328 N. Crawford Road, Grantville 

Online pre-sale open  

February 1 - April 20 or until sold out  

https://manada-conservancy.square.site/   
featuring trees, shrubs, perennials not available on sale day  

*discount codes (see website for details)* 

Mark your calendars and join us!   
pre-sale plant pick-ups ~ sale-day-only plants ~ art vendors 

10% sale day discount for members ~ guided nature walk  

merchandise ~ food trucks 

 

https://manada-conservancy.square.site/


Board of Directors 
 

President 

Sally Zaino 

Vice President 

Tom Abendroth 
Secretary 

Anthea Stebbins 
Treasurer 

Kyle D’Angelo  
Directors 

Bobbie Boyer 
Greg Burgdorf 
Anita Pritchett 

Hilary Peery Vesell 
Rich Zaino 

 
Emeritus Board 

 
Charles Cladel 
Nancy Cladel 

John Conner 
Tracy Devenyi 

Suzanne Donovan 
Jim Egenrieder 

Linus Fenicle 
Mary Houts 

Sally McKeever 

Bonnie Rannels 
Sharon Rannels 

Steve Rannels 
Lindsay Scheib 

Richard Williams 
 

Staff 
 

Executive Director 

(position open) 

Stewardship Director 

Mark Vibbert 

Finance Manager 

Chris Silvis 
Office Manager 

Karen Haldeman 
Newsletter Editor 

Karen Haldeman 

From Our President 
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Manada Conservancy, 113 East Main Street REAR, Hummelstown, PA 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 25, Hummelstown, PA 17036-0025 

Phone: (717) 566 - 4122 | e-mail: office@manada.org 

On the Web: www.manada.org | Facebook & Instagram: manadaconservancy | Twitter 
@manadaconserve 

Manada Conservancy is a 501(c)(3) organization.  Our identification number is 25-1784517. 

Hours by appointment 

Dear Friends, 
 
I’m writing this on the eve of the Winter Solstice, the end of the short-
est day of the year. I’m looking forward to more daylight, with the sun 
higher and longer in the sky.  
 
I bet you think I’m going to make a metaphor about going through 
dark times and hoping that the light is a harbinger of better things to 
come.  But I’m not.  I really don’t know what this next year is going to 
bring.  
 
So instead, I would like to talk about something I’ve been thinking about and writing about 
recently—the bigger picture of water, of land, of mountains, river and stream. We some-
times forget that we are a thin little rind of life on a planet of rock and water and sky, part 
of a fragile layer of vulnerability, though it’s a glorious place to be. 
 
We here in central PA are incredibly lucky to live at a crossroads of magnificent geologic 
landscapes. Though every land has its beauties and its own resultant ecosystems, our coun-
ty and region is unique. The Susquehanna River (or  Siskëwahane, Lenape for “muddy riv-
er”) is one of the oldest rivers in the world, even older than the mountain ridges through 
which it flows. It drains almost half the state of Pennsylvania. Cutting across this wide, 
sparkling, stony, island-studded river are the mountain ranges that we see almost every 
day: the Appalachian mountains, which extend from as far south as Georgia to northern 
Canada. I have been to the place where the Appalachians drop into the sea, on a northeast-
ern point of Newfoundland.  
 
These landscapes underlie our existence. We are as much a part of them as the raindrops 
that fall on our gardens are a part of the body of water that is contained in our planet’s bio-
sphere.  
 
Our job is to keep that little rind of life healthy and whole. To do that, we need to recog-
nize our connection with the rocks, the rivers, and the tilt of the earth. Aldo Leopold fa-
mously said, “The first rule of intelligent tinkering is to keep all the pieces.” Every species 
is important to the tapestry of life, every ecosystem, and every connection. We at Manada 
Conservancy are trying to be careful to preserve these, knowing that species—like all of 
us—can only live where the land lets them.  We have to make sure that the supporting land 
and water underlying their existence isn’t changed so much that they can’t survive. They 
can’t just move over.  
 
So whether we are feeling hopeful, whether the next year brings more or fewer daily prob-
lems and difficulties, this remains our job and our shared mission: recognizing that we are 
part of a bigger picture, we are working together and doing our best to keep our unique and 
magnificent part of it healthy, functional, and whole. For the next few months, our place in 
the earth’s orbit will give us a little more daylight in which to do it. 

Sally 

mailto:office@manada.org
http://www.manada.org
https://www.facebook.com/manadaconservancy


Manada Conservancy Partners in Preservation  
Partners in Preservation have preserved land with Manada Conservancy. 

Anonymous 
Goldie Boyer & Fern Hartman 
The Ernest Champagne Family 

Charles and Nancy Cladel 
Gary Clawson & Diane VanDeHei 

County of Dauphin 
The Detweiler Family 

Barry & Deborah Everly 
Girl Scouts in the Heart of PA 

Dr. William S. Gordon 
Peter & Mary Houts 

James & Louise Irwin 
The King Family 

Walter & Diana Koerber 
Casper Kohler 

Rhonda & Murray Laudenslager 
Max & Erika Lauffer 

Kenneth & Karen Lehman 
The Logan Family 

J&J Hospitality Enterprises  
Jeff Neely 

Doug & Nadine Neidich 

Mary Osbakken & Lynn Holmes 
Parkway Farms, Inc. 
The Pronio Family 

Vic and Jean Rohrer 
Mary Louise Sherk 

Don and Jennifer Smith 
Joseph & Linda Taylor 

Richard & Doris Vickroy 
Chuck & Brenda Witmer 
Richard and Sally Zaino 
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Save-the-Dates  

for 2022 Events 
 

We are working hard to plan 
education programs, outdoor 

events, plant sales, and other programs for 2022.  
Here are some of our plans: 
 

February to April: Online native plant store open 

 

February 10, 7pm: “The Role of Volunteers in 

 Land Manage ment” program  
 

April 21, 7pm: “Pollinator Victory Garden” pro-

 gram with Kim Eierman 

 

May 7, 10am—3pm: Spring Native Plant Sale 

 

August 16 & September 10: Summer Plant sales  

 

September 15, 7pm: “Discover Your World” pro- 

 gram with Dr. Diane Husic 
 

October 2: 5th Annual Walk in 

 Penn’s Woods 

 

October 18, 7pm: Nature and 

 Your Health program with Dr. Matt Silvis 

 

Watch our website and social media for  

details and other events, including a  

25th anniversary celebration! 

Generosity Doubled! 
 
We have many gracious donors among our mem-
bers who share their time, expertise, physical la-

bor, and financial resources with us.  Their efforts 
are essential to the success of the Conservancy, 

and it is exciting to be a part of such a generous 
community! 

 
This month, we recognize two individuals who 

recently gave significant monetary donations.  In 
October, Mike Pronio gave us a donation of 
$15,000 with the request that our members match 

it.  Before we could even announce this request, an 
equally generous anonymous donor matched the 

donation.  This combined $30,000 will help us to 
preserve more land, provide more educational pro-

grams, restore na-
tive habitat, and 
fund our daily op-

erations.   
 

It would be difficult 
not to be touched 

and encouraged by 
the generosity of 
these two individu-

als who contribute 
to the success of 

our mission. We 
are so grateful for 

this generous sup-
port! 
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Kids’ Corner 
 
Hi kids!  If you look 

outside your window, do you see any plants 
growing?  Is the grass green?  Are there colorful 

flowers in the garden?  No… not in the middle 
of winter where we live.  In fact, everything 

might be covered with white snow right now! 
 

But winter is a great time to think about what 
plants you would like to grow in the spring!   
The video link below talks about what plants 

need and how you can grow them.  It is about 
45 minutes long and has lots of ideas for you to 

try. Send a picture of one of your projects to us 
at office@manada.org. 

 
So start dreaming of seeing spring flowers and 
eating veggies from your garden! 

 
https://extension.psu.edu/growing-gardeners-plants-
move-in-for-youth 

Goodbye and Hello! 
Board of Directors update 

 
Our December Board meeting took place at Fort 

Hunter Barn, the first in-person meeting we have 
had in a long time. It was the first time we had 
printed agendas in almost two years! At that meet-

ing, we said a very 
fond farewell to 

Bonnie Rannels, 

who is leaving the 

Board after 9 years. 
Bonnie will remain 
on our Outreach 

Committee, and 
we hope to still see 

her often. Bonnie 
was presented with 

a cherry wood 
plaque, thanking her for her years of service. We 
wish her the best in all of her many adventures to 

come, with music, travel, and family. Thank you, 
Bonnie! 

 

 
We also were happy to re-elect Greg Burgdorf as 

Director and Kyle D’Angelo as Director and 

Treasurer.  Thank you, 

Greg and Kyle, for con-
tinuing to serve on our 

Board. 
 
We also welcomed our 

newest Board member, 

Hilary Vesell. Hilary is 

an attorney who practic-
es in Hershey as Vesell 

Law LLC, specializing 
in civil litigation and family law, with experience 
representing families and children in both Florida 

and Pennsylvania. She has been a legislative aide 
and a mental health counselor for children and 

families.  She holds a Masters in Clinical Psychol-
ogy in addition to a law degree.  Hilary serves on 

the Zoning Hearing Board for South Hanover 
Township. She already serves on our Outreach 
and Preservation Committees and now brings her 

enthusiasm and passion for land preservation to 
our Board of Directors. Welcome Hilary! 

Looking for ways to volunteer in the new year?  

We can use your help! 
 

**Nursery Tenders  

Do you enjoy working with 

native plants? Nursery Ten-
ders visit our new native 
plant nursery one day a week 

from spring through fall to 
water and tend the plants. No experience is neces-

sary; training is provided. We have 2-3 vacancies 
to fill, so pick a day of the week that fits your 

schedule best! 
 

**Native Plant Sale Team Members work as a 

collective group to organize native plant sales at 
our new nursery.  Meetings are typically held 

monthly. 
 
If you are interested in either or both of these op-

portunities, please email us at office@manada.org 
or call 717-566-4122. 
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Tom Abendroth 

Chris Balogh 
Bobbie Boyer 

Dan Boyer 
Leslie Braun 

Clara Breidenstine 

Greg Burgdorf 
Paulina Burgdorf 

Carol Buskirk 
Moira Cullen 

Kyle D'Angelo 
Mike Dale 

Susan Davis 

Tony Davis 
Suzanne Donovan 

Sue Drexler 
Scott Fitzpatrick 

Sandy Gardosik 
Rocky Gleason 
Dudley Gordon 

Kay Hock 
Mary Lott 

Sally McKeever 
Caroline Parke 

Anita Pritchett 

Bonnie Rannels 

Sharon Rannels 
Steve Rannels 

Jeff Rettig  
Mack Ruffin 

Jack & Bev Sekol 

Heather Sharp 
Ally Spielman 

Anthea Stebbins 
Pat Swartz 

Lorna Thomas 
Deb Tregea 

Hilary Vesell 

Anne Wain 
Matt Weir 

Donna Wierzbowski 

Jim Wirt 

Richard Zaino 

Sally Zaino 
 

Did we miss your name? 

Interested in helping out as 
a volunteer? Contact us at 
office@manada.org or 717-
566-4122. 

Thanks to these recent  

volunteers! 
Congratulations  to the following people who have 

taken steps on our symbolic “Pathway to Preserva-
tion.”  All dona-

tions given through 
this program are 

used to acquire new 
preservation lands, helping to ensure a healthy local 

environment and a sustainable future for all. 
 
In memory of: Alle, C.D. Farr, Karen Light, John L. 

Nantz, Joyce E. Nantz, Eugene Zerance, Sr. 
 

In honor of: Bill and Marion Alexander, Dan & Bob-

bie Boyer, Suzanne Donovan & Jeff Rettig, Steve 

Eichman, Jenn & Jonathan Heilman, Emma 
LaPlante, Chloe LaPlante, Chase LaPlante, Jason & 

Carissa Longo, Ben Meadows, Bob & Ruth Moase, 
Albert Porter, Herb & Anne Reynolds, Kristen 
Sandusky, Judy Shaffer, David Willis, Rich & Sally 

Zaino 
 

Thank you for recent gifts in honor of Rob Alexan-

der’s birthday; in honor of Robert Fritchey and 
Kathleen Joffrion; in memory of Ann Flyzik; and in 

honor of Nancy and Chuck Cladel.  See page 3 for 
more special thanks! 

Over the dozen years he 
and his wife Alice have sup-

ported Manada Conservan-
cy, Tom Winner has worn countless hats and partici-

pated in diverse activities. Whether monitoring prop-
erties or working on strategic plans, plant sales, edu-

cational programs, mailings, or cleanups, he has al-
ways given generously of his time and energy.  
 

Originally from the Williamsport area, Tom and Al-
ice became active volunteers after retiring from ca-

reers with PPL (Tom) and professional organizing 
(Alice). Tom’s interests include “obsessive reading” 

and native plant gardening. Alice’s interest is fiber 
arts. Alice was on the 1983 Farm Show’s Grand 
Champion Sheep to Shawl team (which included 

Conservancy friend Carol Buskirk).    
 

Tom and Alice’s years with VISTA in the mid-1960s 
on the Rosebud Sioux Indian Reservation and ongo-

ing friendships with like-minded earth stewards 

shaped their rich legacy of giving back. Tom has 
worked with, mentored, and been mentored by 

“many great volunteers” at Manada, soaking up 
knowledge about birds, fungi, salamanders, and so 

much more.  
 

His tales of “wading in over our boots” while moni-
toring a swamp property or being wonderstruck by 
patches of early spring flowers speak the poetic lan-

guage of good-natured nature-lovers. “I’ve had a lot 
of fun, funny, educational, and eye-opening experi-

ences over the years,” 
he says, “and have 

come back wet, muddy, 
tired, and exhilarated—
but never disappoint-

ed.”  
 

Thanks, Tom and Al-
ice, for helping us fur-

ther our mission! 

Volunteer Voices 
by Anne Wain 



Manada Conservancy is a member supported organization. 
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Manada Conservancy is grateful for our Corporate, Business & Event supporters! 

Dauphin County Woodland Owners Assoc. 
Hankins Computer Service, Inc. 

Herbert, Rowland & Grubic, Inc. 

Hershey Auto Center 
Jean Seibert, Attorney 

Kirman Eye 
One Earth  Body Care 

Stony Creek Valley Coalition Inc. 

Troeg’s Independent Brewery 

Mission Statement 

Manada Conservancy is a land trust dedicated to preserving the natural,  
historic, agricultural, and scenic resources of Dauphin County through  

land conservation, environmental education,  
and community engagement.  

Ilse Heine’s Pet Grooming 
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Name:____________________________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ___________________________________________ 
 
Email:____________________________________________    
 
Amount Enclosed: __________    Check #: ____________ 
 
Credit Card: ______________________________________ 
 

Exp.____________  CCV____________ 
 

Signature:________________________________________ 
 
    □  I HAVE INCLUDED MANADA CONSERVANCY IN MY  
          LONG-TERM FINANCIAL PLANS. 

□ NEW MEMBER             □ RENEWAL MEMBER 

Please enroll me as a member of Manada Conservancy for 2022 at the level I have indicated below 

MEMBERSHIP 

THANK YOU! 

□ BUSINESS PARTNER $100 AND ABOVE 

 
□ TRILLIUM $5000+ 

□ VISIONARY $1000 -$4999 

□ BENEFACTOR  $500 - $999 

□ CONSERVATOR  $250 - $499 

□ GUARDIAN $100 - $249 

□ STEWARD  $50 - $99 

□ FRIEND  $25 - $49 

□ STUDENT $10 - $24 (GRADE LEVEL ____) 

Please mail to:   

Manada Conservancy  
PO Box 25  

Hummelstown, PA  17036 
 

or renew online www.manada.org 

Our Endowment Fund Is Growing! 
By Rich Zaino 
 

As I consider recent gifts to the Manada Conservan-
cy Endowment Fund, I am excited by its rapid 

growth!  Manada Conservancy has committed itself 
to protecting our conservation easements on lands 
in perpetuity.  That requires a secure funding stream 

that will last far into the future.  For 
precisely this reason, we established 

the Manada Conservancy Endow-
ment Fund at the end of 2018.  

 
In slightly less than 3 years, we have 
received gifts to the endowment that 

now are valued at more than 
$330,000, which is about 15% of our 

goal of $2,000,000.  This money is 
invested in environmentally, social-

ly, and governance-screened US 
companies which are compatible 
with the Conservancy’s  

core values.  Even if Manada  
Conservancy faces a rocky path at  

 
some time in the future and is stressed to find other 

sources of funding, the endowment—when fully 
funded—is designed to provide the money needed 

to monitor and enforce our easements and continue 
to maintain our owned lands.   

 
We celebrate these recent gifts because we have 
now crossed a threshold of $250,000, the minimum 

amount we determined necessary 
before we might begin to spend a 

small percentage of the fund for our 
day-to- day operations.  Thanks to 

all those who have helped to reach 
this milestone! 

 
If this long-term approach to ensure 
funding to protect our lands appeals 

to you, I would urge you to either 
contribute now to the endowment 

or consider it in your retirement or 
estate plans.  For more information, 

email me at rzaino@manada.org 
or call at 717 645-2407. 

mailto:rzaino@manada.org
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Thanks to the volunteers who helped to plant 200 trees at the Crestwood Manor in South 
Hanover Township and to winterize our native plant nursery this fall! 


