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pre-sale plant pick-ups  

 sale-day-only plants  

art vendors 
other plant vendors  

guided nature walks 

merchandise & gifts 

food trucks 
 

Members receive 10% sale-day 

discount on Manada-grown 

plants  
 

Some plants are still available for pre-
ordering at our online store through  

April 20 at www.manada.org 
photo: Donna Wierzbowski 

Our volunteers are getting ready for our 

Native Plant Sale 

  May 7, 10am - 3pm 
Manada Conservancy’s Native Plant Nursery  

328 N. Crawford Road, Grantville 
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Karen Haldeman 

From Our President 
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Manada Conservancy, 113 East Main Street REAR, Hummelstown, PA 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 25, Hummelstown, PA 17036-0025 

Phone: (717) 566 - 4122 | e-mail: office@manada.org 

On the Web: www.manada.org | Facebook & Instagram: manadaconservancy | Twitter 
@manadaconserve 

Manada Conservancy is a 501(c)(3) organization.  Our identification number is 25-1784517. 

Hours by appointment 

Dear Friends, 
 

In my last letter to you, I wrote, “I don’t know what’s going to happen 
this year.”  I’m glad I didn’t try to predict. In just three months, the 

world has changed a lot. It has made me think about what things we 

can expect and prepare for, and what things are truly surprises. For ex-
ample, though some world events may come as a surprise to many, if 

one follows the news, climate change should be a surprise to no one.  

 
I’m old enough to have felt the urgency in the 1970s, when Lester R. Brown, of World-

watch Institute spoke of the environment and climate: “One way or another, the choice 

will be made by our generation, but it will affect life on earth for all generations to come.”  

That was back when “our generation” meant me. But we failed to make the choices neces-
sary to avoid frightful consequences. As Dr. Tom Richard said at our education program 

last fall, “We are past Plan A (prevention); we need to go to Plan B (crisis management).”  

 
I’ve been asked recently how climate change affects the work of land trusts and, specifical-

ly, how it affects Manada Conservancy’s mission.  What’s the point of preserving habitat 

for species that won’t even be here in 20 years? What if farmland becomes desert? When 
we plant trees, should we avoid planting trees that are going to be lost to central PA, such 

as sugar maples and beech? Should we be recommending plants that are native to regions 
south of us, since this will soon be their range? These are all reasonable questions that need 

to be addressed.  We don’t have all of the answers, but we are actively working on them. 

 
The prevention of global climate change is no longer a choice for us to make; it is happen-

ing.  But the opportunity for mitigation (that is, lessening its effect) is an option. We need 

to envision the possible future of Penn’s Woods for our children and grandchildren. We 
need to be thoughtful enough to answer these questions and agile enough to adjust our pri-

orities. The Conservancy tries to protect areas of high biodiversity.  But in addition, we and 
others have identified migration corridors and elevation buffers that give wildlife species as 

many options as possible in which to live or to move on to a new location if they can’t live 

here.  This is an example of climate resiliency.  That means that even if the flora and fauna 
on our lands are changing, it is the land itself, and specific tracts in particular, that we need 

to protect—to ensure these corridors exist and to maintain connectivity between more and 

more beleaguered wildlife populations. That’s what we do, and it is still our mission.  
 

We protect land for its larger role in connecting wild lands and agricultural lands in Penn-
sylvania, for its value in harboring life, and for providing us with the clean water, clean air, 

soil and sustenance that keep us all alive.  A small organization can do a lot to be part of a 

bigger picture. In this case, the bigger picture is the earth.   Sally 

mailto:office@manada.org
http://www.manada.org
https://www.facebook.com/manadaconservancy


Manada Conservancy Partners in Preservation  
Partners in Preservation have preserved land with Manada Conservancy. 

Anonymous 
Goldie Boyer & Fern Hartman 
The Ernest Champagne Family 

Charles and Nancy Cladel 
Gary Clawson & Diane VanDeHei 

County of Dauphin 
The Detweiler Family 

Barry & Deborah Everly 
Girl Scouts in the Heart of PA 

Dr. William S. Gordon 
Peter & Mary Houts 

James & Louise Irwin 
The King Family 

Walter & Diana Koerber 
Casper Kohler 

Rhonda & Murray Laudenslager 
Max & Erika Lauffer 

Kenneth & Karen Lehman 
The Logan Family 

J&J Hospitality Enterprises  
Jeff Neely 

Doug & Nadine Neidich 

Mary Osbakken & Lynn Holmes 
Parkway Farms, Inc. 
The Pronio Family 

Vic and Jean Rohrer 
Mary Louise Sherk 

Don and Jennifer Smith 
Joseph & Linda Taylor 

Richard & Doris Vickroy 
Chuck & Brenda Witmer 
Richard and Sally Zaino 
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Renewal 
by Anita Pritchett, Interim Executive Director 

 
The beginning of spring always makes me think of 
vernal pools.  I’d heard of vernal pools before mov-

ing to PA but had never seen one in person.  A few 
years ago, on one of those early spring days when 

small children had been in the house for much too 
long, my family decided to go out and explore.  I’ll 
never forget how excited we were to find the pools 

– the dark egg masses of nascent frogs, the white 
salamander egg masses, even fairy shrimp!  It was a 

glimpse of the season’s rebirth and renewal ready to 
be unleashed. 

 
We’re feeling that same spirit of renewal and trans-

formation in the Manada Conservancy office this 
spring.  After two years of largely remote work, 
we’re slowly emerging from our covid bubbles and 

appreciating anew the joy of collaborating in per-
son.  We’re also delighted to be hiring a new Land 

Protection Director.  This is the first time in the his-
tory of our organization that a full-time staff person 

will be able to focus primarily on land protection, 
the mainstay of our mission and the underpinnings 
of so many broader conservation efforts.   

 
I’ve been in this role as Interim Executive Director 

for almost 3 months now, and every day I’m so ap-
preciative of you, our members and partners and 

volunteers, and the opportunities we have to do 
good, substantial work together in our communi-
ties. It makes me feel a little less helpless in the face 

of issues that seem so far out of my control, like 
global pandemics, geopolitical turmoil, and climate 

change.  I know that together we can preserve more 
land here, help reconnect community members in-

terested in our mission, and engage all ages in mak-
ing a tangible difference.   

photo: Anita Pritchett 
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The Pollinator Victory Garden 
Win the War on Pollinator Decline 

 
Countless pollinator species have suffered dramatic declines in recent years. It’s a serious problem for all 

of us since pollinators are responsible for the reproduction of 80% of all flowering plants, and at least 
30% of the food that we eat. Unfortunately, most of our landscapes offer little in the way of appropriate 

habitat and forage for these essential animals. In this free, online educational program, Kim Eierman, 
environmental horticulturalist, will offer simple strategies you can use to attract and support not just bees, 

but an array of pollinators that have different requirements.  
 

Thursday, April 21, 6:30pm ~ online only 
Register for the Zoom link at www.manada.org/events 

Planning for Growth 
by Tom Abendroth, Vice-President 

 

Throughout the pandemic and over innumerable 
Zoom meetings, he Conservancy’s Board and staff 

have been working diligently on strategic planning.  
Every five years, we thoroughly reassess our 

strengths, weaknesses, successes, failures, and op-
portunities to better serve our community. Based 
on this assessment, our new strategic plan for the 

next five years has been created to include affirma-
tion of our mission, vision, and guid-

ing principles. This high-level plan 
identifies our major goals and in-

tended outcomes for 2021-2025.  
 
Our strategic plan includes three im-

portant activities that are currently 
underway: 

 

 Recruiting our first-ever full-

time Land Protection Director 

to increase the pace of protecting 

ecologically important land,   
open space, and water 

 
 Expanding our volunteer and philanthropic 

base 

 Seeking additional individuals to serve on our 

Board of Directors to broaden the skills and 

diversity of our leadership team 
 

Conservation colleagues often comment that Man-
da Conservancy is incredibly effective for a small 
organization. This is possible because of the com-

bined efforts of our staff and you, our volunteers 
and supporters. To produce greater positive envi-

ronmental impact, we 
are committed to ex-

panding both.  
 
Contact us if you would 

like to broaden your ef-
forts to preserve and 

protect our region’s nat-
ural resources for future 

generations. Our strate-
gic plan is ambitious; 
working together, we 

can make it happen. 
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Tom Abendroth 

Chris Balogh 
Bobbie Boyer 

Leslie Braun 
Clara Breidenstine 

Greg Burgdorf 

Paulina Burgdorf 
Carol Buskirk 

Ed Chubb 
Moira Cullen 

Kyle D'Angelo 
Susan Davis 
Sue Drexler 

Scott Fitzpatrick 
Sandy Gardosik 

Dudley Gordon 
Kay Hock 

Mary Lott 
Dave McKeever 
Sally McKeever 

Bonnie Rannels 

Sharon Rannels 
Steve Rannels 

Anthea Stebbins 
Pat Swartz 

Lorna Thomas 

Hilary Vesell 
Anne Wain 

Donna Wierzbowski 

Richard Zaino 
Sally Zaino 

 
 

Did we miss your 
name? Interested in 
helping out as a volun-
teer? Contact us at  

office@manada.org  
or 717-566-4122. 

Thanks to these recent  

volunteers! 

 
 

 
 
For many years, Ken Shafer has been our guardian 

neighbor, watching over Manada Conservancy’s 

Clawson Van De Hei preserve, our beautiful, incredi-
bly rich and diverse woodland, wetland and riparian 

buffer habitat along the Swatara Creek.  Every fallen 
tree: we never had to deal with because we knew he 

would. Every pothole in the parking lot: filled. Hours 
upon hours of 
trail mowing: 

done.  Benches 
and bridges: built.  

An entire nature 
preserve: single-

handedly looked 
after. 
 

This spring, Ken 
stepped down 

from his self-
appointed role as 

steward of the 
property.  He nev-
er asked for  

 
anything in return for the countless hours of care that 
he poured into this piece land that he loves.  What I 

will miss most will be bumping into him from time to 
time and listening to him chat about life on the creek 
over the many decades he has lived on the banks of 

the Swatara. 
 

Sometimes there is no way to say thank you in a way 
that will ever express how much someone has done 

for us. Fortunately for Manada Conservancy, the 
people who give so much of their time and talent are 
not looking for our thanks or anything at all in return. 

Maybe the best way to thank someone for giving to 
the land for so many years is to let them know how 

much we will miss their presence. We will miss 
knowing that someone is there, taking care of every-

thing.  We will miss you, Ken. 
 
The Clawson property is open for 

you to explore.  The nature trail 
includes signposts for a self-guided 
walk.  Access the guide at 
www.manada.org/preservation/

find-a-preserve/ or by scanning 
this QR code with your phone. 

Volunteer Voices 
by Mark Vibbert, Stewardship Director 

Thank you!  We are grateful for a recent gift received in 

memory of John Mentzer. 

 

Give a gift to Manada Conservancy at no cost to 
you! Shop online at AmazonSmile and designate Manada 
Conservancy as your charity; a portion of your purchase 
price will be donated to us to protect more land.  Thank you. 

Caps for Sale!  Remember the 

children’s book by this name?  
Manada Conservancy has a 

new supply hats for sale 
(though inflation has increased 

the cost from the peddler’s 50¢ 
to $25).  Purchase yours at the 

May 7 plant sale and other 
events this year! 
 

Finance Manager Chris Silvis 
sports one of our new hats. 

Photo: Ken Shafer 



Manada Conservancy is a member supported organization. 
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Manada Conservancy is grateful for our Corporate, Business & Event supporters! 

Cocoa Kayaks of  Hershey 
Dauphin County Woodland Owners Assoc. 

Hankins Computer Service, Inc. 

Herbert, Rowland & Grubic, Inc. 
Jean Seibert, Attorney 

Kirman Eye 
One Earth  Body Care 

Stony Creek Valley Coalition Inc. 

Troeg’s Independent Brewery 
West Hanover Twp Parks & Recreation 

Mission Statement 

Manada Conservancy is a land trust dedicated to preserving the natural,  
historic, agricultural, and scenic resources of Dauphin County through  

land conservation, environmental education,  
and community engagement.  

Ilse Heine’s Pet Grooming 
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Name:____________________________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ___________________________________________ 
 
Email:____________________________________________    
 
Amount Enclosed: __________    Check #: ____________ 
 
Credit Card: ______________________________________ 
 

Exp.____________  CCV____________ 
 

Signature:________________________________________ 
 
    □  I HAVE INCLUDED MANADA CONSERVANCY IN MY  
          LONG-TERM FINANCIAL PLANS. 

□ NEW MEMBER             □ RENEWAL MEMBER 

Please enroll me as a member of Manada Conservancy for 2022 at the level I have indicated below 

MEMBERSHIP 

THANK YOU! 

□ BUSINESS PARTNER $100 AND ABOVE 

 
□ TRILLIUM $5000+ 

□ VISIONARY $1000 -$4999 

□ BENEFACTOR  $500 - $999 

□ CONSERVATOR  $250 - $499 

□ GUARDIAN $100 - $249 

□ STEWARD  $50 - $99 

□ FRIEND  $25 - $49 

□ STUDENT $10 - $24 (GRADE LEVEL ____) 

Please mail to:   

Manada Conservancy  
PO Box 25  

Hummelstown, PA  17036 
 

or renew online www.manada.org 

 
Leaving a Legacy for Preservation 
 

You may remember many months ago hearing about the 
passing of Conservancy friend, dedicated birdwatcher, and 

conservation champion Joan Renninger.  Joan loved natu-
ral history, and her love of birds took her all over the 

world.  She loved the local mountains and valleys and 
worked hard to protect them and the waterways within 
them.  

 
What we have since learned is that Joan generously re-

membered Manada Conservancy in her will. We are so 
touched by—and so grateful for—Joan’s dedication to con-

servation (especially wildlife protection), and we are hon-
ored that she considered us worthy of remembering in this 

way.  
 
Joan had a deep love for the natural world and a deep de-

sire to protect it, and she has made sure that her legacy will 
continue into the future. We miss her smile but will carry 

on her dedication to conservation.  
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Membership level: 

Membership expiration: 

Due to supply chain issues, we are unable to print 

this issue on 100% post-consumer waste recycled 
paper.  We will resume as soon as possible. 

Make a difference… 
 
Bring your shovels April 22 to help 

with tree planting maintenance at the 

East Hanover Township Nature Park, 

then enjoy a complimentary beer at 
Troegs with other volunteers.  

  

Explore the treasured wetlands at 

Wildwood Park on April 23!  Stop 

and say hi to Conservancy volunteers 
at our table, and enjoy kids’ nature 
activities, guided walks, and wildlife 

exhibits and discussions.   
 

Bring your family for an outdoor 

screening of The Lorax at West Hano-

ver Township’s Skyline Commons 

Park on June 28 at 8pm. 
 
Details for each of these events are found at 
www.manada.org/events.   

The Manada Bird-brains are at it again! 
 
We had so much fun participating in last year’s Pennsylvania 
Ornithological Society (PSO) Breeding Bird Blitz that we are 

doing it again this year. On the weekend of June 17-20, we will 
be leading small groups to various sites, some of them Manada 
Conservancy-protected places, to observe and count birds. We 

ask for people to sponsor us, with the proceeds going to three 
conservation organizations that protect bird habitat in PA. It’s 

fun, it’s outside, and is perfect for rookie bird-watchers as well as 
the more seasoned ones.  

 
If you’d like to join us on one of the 

walks, please contact Sally Zaino at 
szaino@manada.org.  If you’d like to 
donate, visit www.breedingbirdblitz.org/

manada-conservancy and choose 

“Manada Bird-brains” so your dona-

tion will be in our name.  
 

Thank you, and happy bird-watching! 

mailto:szaino@manada.org

